








THE BUILDER 


INCORPORATING 


“ ARCHITECTURE” AND “THE BRITISH ARCHITECT” 


VOL, CLXIX 


AUGUST 10 1945 


No. 5349 


HASTE AND SPEED 


HE lot of the legislator was never more difficult than 
Tk is at the present moment. The tension of war, 
which kept men’s attention firmly on their jobs for the 
past six years, has been relaxed, but the difficulties and 
abnormalities of living remain at least as stringent. The 
tendency to expect the irritations of makeshift living to 
disappear with the bugle call is one which we all feel hard 
to resist. 

Thus we find ourselves at the moment with the problems 
which we foresaw clearly enough as the war progressed, 
pressing urgently upon us, with the calls for immediate 


i redress strident and imperative, and the means for redress 


not yet to hand. Add to these perplexities the interim 
period between an unfortunately timed election and the 
declaration of the results, and we have all the ingredients 
of chaos. The wonder seems, at times, that the system 
should work at all, and it is useful to compare the greater 
chaos on the Continent with our small irritations, and so 
gain heart for the struggle that remains. 

The greatest problem of all is, of course, bousing, not 
only to us who are in the middle of the picture but to the 
ordinary people who are living unnaturally for the lack 
of a home, whether as a result of bombing or whether as 
a new family unit yet to be accommodated, or because 
work has meant a move to distant country. As the men 
come back from the Forces, the call becomes ever more 
insistent. The few among them who can help in the work 
make little impression upon output, and yet, by their 
arrival, encourage false hopes that the awkward .corner 
has been turned. This is the problem which politicians, 
rivalling one another in highly-coloured promises to tempt 
the wavering elector, have made the more difficult. 

The reflex of these events and tendencies makes its mark 
upon the task of those who have to carry into effect the 
little that can be done. There has been much fluttering 
in the dovecotes, and numbers of officials travel here and 
there with an urgency that deserves bigger results. Local 
authorities are bombarded with plans of campaign which 
go with a swing so long as action remains on paper and 
chart, but which hang fire directly the vacant site is 
entered. 

We have no recent figures as to the numbers of temporary 
houses that have been erected to date, but it is unlikely 
that more than a minute proportion of the first consign- 
ment have yet been really started, let alone occupied. We 
know there has been a great deal of confusion as to type, 
and tbat the confusion is still there. Plans which by order 
of a Ministry have been prepared to fit certain standard 
conditions, with every manhole marked to a spot, and 
given its ordnance level, and every floor slab related to 
a datum, every branch service marked down to a standard 
entry, have sometimes been made so much waste paper 
at the last minute by the adoption of a different type of 
plan or a different type of construction. 

Instructions which demanded that every item of pre- 
paration upon the site as to paths, drains, and utility 
services should be completed before erection commenced, 
have been varied to permit the houses to precede or run 
concurrently with this work. At every stage there are all 


the signs of departmental haste under the spur of Ministeria 
theorising and the threat of Parliamentary questions. 


More recently still there has been the sudden offer of 
Swedish timber houses to local authorities, with a demand 
for instant decision, witb far too little information provided 
upon which to base decision. In addition to these 
palliatives, a certain amount of the permanent housing 
programme has been authorised in so far as the invitation 
to tender is concerned. The tenders are invited from firms 
which have no staff, and no assurance as to the quality 
of the men that will be sent them, if available for sending. 
All of them bave already more than enough work to do, and 
none of them has any inducement to enter into severe 
competition. The result is a range of tenders out of all 
proportion to the actual rise in the cost of wages and 
materials, though often not excessive as the means of 
securing a fair profit. On this point a correspondent has 
some challenging things to say in an article which appears 
elsewhere in this issue. 

As one views the unpromising prospect one wonders 
whether the proper course of action would not have been 
to say that the people must make up their minds to some 
years still of discomfort, awaiting the return of the armies 
and such period of preparation that may be necessary to 
arrange things in an orderly and businesslike way. The 
impartial commentator can afford to say this, but we doubt 
whether the politican has yet been born who could risk 
his career and reputation on such a gloomy message. 

We oot stony to " make bricks without straw,” 
and it shoul quite evident to any thinki ing that 
the straw is not yet available in titer tg You 
cannot demobilise an army of millions in a few weeks, nor 
even decide just how many can yet be spared while a 
major war is still being waged, and until labour arrives in 
its battalions there is little enough that can be done. 

But these hard facts must not be taken as a dispensation 
from action. They must serve merely as an aid to patience. 
What little can be done must be done, and if we find 
these first fruits very expensive, we must regard the 
unusual and disproportionate outlay in the nature of a 
premium, which must be written off the accounts as soon 
as it is spent, leaving no corresponding capital accretion. 
The few temporary houses that have sprung up are at least a 
part of the task achieved, and the Swedish houses, possibly 
with maintenance costs to be borne in the future at a rate 
higher than normal for the permanent dwelling, must be 
taken as something we cannot afford to pass over. If we 
are fortunate, we may find the organisation which seems at 
the moment to overload the executive side, recovering its 
full usefulness and efficiency as normal conditions slowly 
assert themselves. 

The new Government may be relied upon to exert the 
utmost energy in dealing with the problem, on the solution 
of which it will chiefly be judged. Some means must be 
found of greatly increasing the number of building workers 
without delay. The threat of the full use of the atomic 
bomb may bring the war in the Far East to an earlier close 
than expected, and if that should be so the man-power 
position should be favourably affected. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


The New Ministers. 

Tue Prime Minister has appointed Mr. 
George Tomlinson Minister ot Works, Mr. 
Lewis Silkin Minister of Town and 
Country Planning, and Mr. Anenrin Bevan 
Minister of Health. Mr. Tomlinson, who 
is 55, is a Lancashire member who began 
his working life in a cotton mill at the age 
of 12 and afterwards became a trade union 
secretary. He was Joint Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Labour from 
1941 to 1945. He was a member of the 
British delegation to the San Francisco 
conference. 

Mr. Lewis Silkin is a solicitor, aged 
56, who has been chairman of the 
Town Planning Committee of the London 
County Council. He was formerly the 
Labour Party’s leader in the L.C.C., but 
gave up that post in 1933. 

Mr. Aneurin Bevan, age 48, is the son 
of a coalminer and followed in the same 
occupation. a 

The following junior Ministers have been 
appointed : Ministry of Health: Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, Mr. C. W. Key; 
Ministry of Works : Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Mr. J. H. Wilson. 


Investigations into German Building 
Technique. 

Tue Royal Institute of British Architects 
is acting in an advisory capacity to the 
Committee under Sir. Hugh Beaver, ap- 
pointed to investigate building technique 
in Germany. The Council have appointed 
Mr. Mark Hartland Thomas, F.R.1.B.A., 
with the technical assistance of the 
Librarian, to act on the R.I.B.A.’s behalf 
in preparing lists of ‘‘ targets ” and 
making recommendations with regard to 
the architect members of delegations to 
Germany. Certain delegations of investi- 
gators have already been formed to study 
specific aspects of German building tech- 
mique, and others are in the course of 
formation. The Royal Institute will be 
glad to hear from members who possess 
special qualifications likely to be of service 
in investigations and who would be free 
to go abroad for periods from two to eight 
weeks. Knowledge of the German lan- 
guage is not essentia? but desirable. 


International Housing Exhibition. 
Lrrrte has been heard of the Conference 

and Exhibition of International Housing 

and Architecture opened at Gloucester by 





Mr. George Tomlinson, Minister of 
Works. 
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the Duke of Beaufort. on July 27, prin- 
cipally, one supposes, because the Press 
were largely kept in ignorance. News of 
an excellent speech by Sir Stafford Cripps 
(read for him) and of the far-sighted action 
of the Dean and Chapter in permitting 
the erection of an aluminium house in the 
Cathedral Close did filter through, and 
the conference (according to a valued 
correspondent) was an undoubted success, 
even though few architects seem to have 
supported it in person. Sir Charles Reilly 
gave the proceedings a fighting send-off : 
perhaps it was not by accident that this 
was followed by sweet music—made by 
the City of Birmingham Orchestra. A 
special service was arranged for the 
Sunday afternoon, and we take from the 
Litany the following apposite prayer : 
‘‘ That it may please Thee to inspire our 
architects, that they may serve Thee by 
providing Thy people with the funda- 
mentals of architecture, firmness, . com- 
modity and delight : We beseech Thee to 
hear us, good Lord.’’ The exhibition, 
which is housed in the Chapter House and 
Cloisters of the Cathedral, and contains sec- 
tions loaned by, among others, the Ameri- 
can, the Netherlands, Polish, Soviet and 
Czech Embassies, closes on August 11. 


R.1.B.A. Special Final Examination. 
Tue revised syllabus for the Special 


Final Examination comes into operation on 65: 


January 1, 1946. From that date the 
examination will be identical with the 
final examination, with the exception of 
the thesis, although the regulations and 
procedure in connection with the applica- 





Mr. Lewis Silkin, Minister of Town 
and Country Planning. 
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tion for admission to 
remain the same. 

Attention is-drawn to the fact that the 
new syllabus differs from the present one, 
particularly in Subject B (Construction), 
and instead of a combined paper of three 
and a half hours in Genera] Construction 
and Theory of Structures, two separate 
papers will be set in these subjects of three. 
and a half hours and three hours respec- 
tively. 

Candidates who have been previously 
relegated in Subject B of the present. 
syllabus are asked specially to note that 
if they fail to qualify in this subject under 
the present syllabus by the end of 1945, 
they will be required to take the two 
separate papers referred to above should 
they present themselves at any later 
examination. 


the examination 


Hampstead Housing Appointment. 

Hampstead B.C. have appointed Mr. 
D. H. McMorran, F.R.I.B.A., 14, North 
Audley-street, W.1, as architect for 92 
block dwellings on the Parkhill and Upper 
Park-road site. Laundries, perambulator 
and cycle sheds, covered playgrounds for 
children, and a central garden layout are 
included in the scheme. 


An Appointment. 

Mr. D. Winston Atprep, F.R.1.B.A., 
F.S..,  AM.T.P.I,  A.M.I.Struct.E., 
Studio Master and Lecturer in Architec- 
ture and related subjects in the School of 
Architecture, Town Planning, Surveying 
and Building, the Polytechnic, Regent- 


street, London, has been appointed Head | 


of the Department of Architecture and 
Building, the South-West Essex Technical 
College and School of Art, Walthamstow. 
He will take up his new duties on Sep- 
tember 1. 


Surrey Céunty Architect. 

Mr. Jouwn Harrison, A.R.1B.A., 
County Architect of Derbyshire, has been 
appointed Architect to Surrey County 
Council. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. S. W. Appievarp, F.S.1., char- 
tered quantity surveyor, has reopened his. 
London office at 4, Verulam-buildings, 
50)” Inn, W.C.1. (Telephone: Hol. 


Mr. Brian Peake, A.A.Dip. (Hons.), 
A.RILB.A., now {conducts his practice 





from 13, Dover-street, London, W.1. 
Telephone : Regent 4914/5. 
Architect’s Estate. 

Mr. Tom NorMAN Dinwippy, 
F.R.I.B.A., of Stoke Gabriel, South 
Devon, left £21,268. 

COMING EVENTS 
Monday, August 13. 
Timper House Exuisition. Opened by Mr. 


Percy Thomas, P.R.I.B.A., at David Morgan’s 
premises, The Hayes, Cardiff. 
Tuesday, August 14. | 
7. EXHIBITION oF Power-Driven Hanp 
At Glasgow Green, Glasgow. (Closing: 
after August -18.) 
Hovuse-BuitpiInG InDuUsTRIES’ 
Luncheon. 


STaNDING Con- 


MITTEE. Dorchester Hotel. W.1. 


1 p.m. 


From The Builder of 1845. 
Saturday, August 9, 1845. 


*,* Corresponderfts who threaten to cease 
to be subscribers because we differ in 
opinion from them or refuse to insert 
communications which would really injure 
them in public opinion must think meanly 
of us if they consider the threat likely to 
alter our course of proceeding. Our duty 
is to give sound information and honest 
opinions, and we will perform this to the 
extent of our ability without respect to 
persons, 
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THE A.A. SCHOOL OF 


ARCHITECTURE 


EXHIBITION OF STUDENTS’ WORK. 
From a Correspondent. 

Ir the current exhibition of the work of 
students ay ithe A.A. School, Bedford- 
square, is regarded—as it well may be— 
as @ bewildered but aggressively cocky 
peering into the future, then one’s feeling 
about that future must remain mixed. 

History has decreed that the barrier be- 
tween past and future—there is no such 
thing, of course, as the present—shall be 


§ quite exceptionally emphatic, and this pro- 


vides a more than plausible reason why 
the contemporary student should, even 
more than usual, look so entirely forward. 

According to one’s age, temperament or 
mood, one may regard this exhibition as 
childish, naive, idealistic, ‘‘ clever,’’ or 
even — just occasionally — brilliant; it 
depends more on the spectator than on 
the exhibits. In the jargon of the 
“thirties,” it is at least a ‘‘ significant ”’ 
exhibition. Perhaps it is a secondary 
criticism that almost every project would 
seem to be beyond the technical equipment 
of the student at each stage of the course. 

There is idealism—but more in the social 
field of what the architect may have to 
provide, rather than in the technical field 
of how he will provide it. To take a 
random example: The sensitive layman 
may like or dislike a wholesale acceptance 
the architect will be 
more interested in seeing how it is met 
technically. 

In the technical field there is a 
fascinating, sometimes ingenious, and 
almost escapist obsession . with certain 
forms of beauty—significantly those 
formerly least attached to the ‘‘ Arts”’ 
or to tradition. Textures of all sorts, 
natural and synthetic, map patterns and 
plant and tree forms in their fullest 
diversity dominate—to the point of ill- 
balance—the whole esthetic of the exhi- 
bition. Never since Paxton so romantic- 
ally contrasted his deodars, willows and 
monkey-puzzles has botany entered so 
completely into the architectural field. 

To be critical—there is a rather tragic 
naiveté in the wholesale acceptance of the 
current clichés of the studio. But then a 
student’s vision always alternates between 
the very narrow—what is being done on 
his neighbour’s drawing-board—and the 
very wide—what he thinks he will be 
doing in 1960. Or perhaps it is just that 
the war-time student has necessarily 
worked in something of a vacuum; there 
has been no travel and little real building 
to counteract the rarefied atmosphere of 
the studio. 

There is not. as an older generation 
might superficially suppose, a gross ignor- 
ance of the universal language of the 
European arts. There is evidence to the 
contrary, but such academic study as there 
is is kept severely in its place and is con- 
sequently no more than academic. 

On the whole, one may, if an optimist, 
conclude that the post-war architectural 
organism is a healthy embryo, but still so 
deep in the womb that its species can 
hardly be discerned. The obstetrical 
operations of the new Principal, Major 
Gordon Brown, will be watched with 
interest and sympathy. One leaves the ex- 
hibition with the feeling that anyway, for 
good or ill, Bedford-square has remained 
true to its tradition of thinking- to-day 
what Portland-place thinks to-morrow. 

[A characteristic drawing from the exhi- 
bition is reproduced in the adjoining 
columns.—Ep. | 
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TERRACE HOUSING AT NEWPORT: By Neville Conder (Student, A.A.) 





LICENSING OF BUILDING WORK 


M.0.W. NEW ARRANGEMENTS. 


Unper the provisions of an Order in 
Council, S.R. & O., 1945, No. 802, the 
new scheme of ‘modified licensing of 
building and civil engineering work 
came into force throughout Great Britain, 
including London and the Home Coun- 
ties, on August 1, and will cover the 
pages from that date to January 31, 

1. During this six months’ period build- 
ing work costing up to may be 
undertaken without a licence (i.e., at the 
rate of £20 per annum). 

2. In addition, £2 worth of work ma 
be undertaken in each calendar mont 
from August to January. (This monthly 
allowance, which is not cumulative, has 
been introduced primarily to avoid appli- 
cations for licences for trifling repairs). 

3. Work of an emergency character (e.g., 
the repair of burst pipes) may, of course, 
be undertaken without waiting for a 
licence. 

4. In reckoning the amount of work 
which may be undertaken without a 
licence (i.e., up to £10 during the period, 
plus the additional £2 allowance in any 
one calendar month) no account will be 
taken of (a) work which has been 
licensed or authorised by a Government 
Department; (b) work undertaken by a 
Local Authority (e.g., bomb damage re- 
pair) or licensed by a Local Authority; 
(c) work carried out prior to August l, 
1945. 


5. Where work is carried out by an 
owner or oe on premises ceengien 
wholly, or partly as a private dwelling, 
with his own personal labour, or wit 
unpaid labour, the value of these services 
and the cost of any’ materials used will 
be disregarded. : 

6. The £10 and £2 allowances will be 
applied to all pe ae dwellings indi- 
Wiealts: (Hitherto, the great majority 
of blocks of flats and tenements were 
reckoned as one unit.) é 

7. Owners of large properties, such as 
large blocks of flats, or offices, large estates, 
ete., for which the £10 and £2 allowances 


would obviously be totally inadequate, 
may obtain maintenance licences to cover 
specified categories of maintenance and 
repairs over a period of twelve months. 

8. a local authority 


In cases where 


issues a Statutory Notice on grounds of 
public health, danger, etc., a licence to 
carry out the work will automatically be 
granted. 

9. Licences will be issued : 

(a) By the appropriate local authority 
for (i) all operations costing not more 
prey £100; (ii) work irrespective of cost 
or :-— 

a. the. erection of a new house or 
the preparation of a site for new 
houses, or the rebuilding of a “cost 
of works ” house 3 

d. The completion of a partly built 
house or the completion, adaptation or 
repair of existing premises with a view 
to providing additional housing accom- 
modation; 

c. The repair of war-damaged houses, 
essential to make them habitable, or 
to | ay additional housing accom- 
modation; 

d. The execution of work on houses 
which is required by statutory notice. 
_(b) By the anprenee Regional Licen- 
sing cer of the Ministry of Works in 

all other cases. 

Nors.—As it is essential to obtain from 
the appropriate local authority a Cer- 
tificate of Essentiality for all work on 
dwellings, applications in respect of re- 
pair, decoration and maintenance of 
dwellings should be sent in the first 
place to the local authority, who will 
forward it to the Region Licensing 
Officer of the Ministry of Works. 


ALTERNATIVELY. 
@ Applications for licences should be 
made 


(a) To the local authority if 

(1) the cost of the work does not 
exceed £100: or (2) the application is 
for work to a house or Bt, whatever 


cost. 

(b) To the Regional Controller of the 
Ministry of Supply or the Ministry of 
Aircraft Production if the cost of the 
work exceeds £100 and the applicant is 
engaged wholly or mainly on work for 
either of those departments. (The Re- 
gional Controller will send the applica- 
tion to the Regional Licensing r 
with his recommendation.) . 

(c) To the Regional Licens Officer 
or the Ministry of Works in other 
cases. 
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ARCHITECTURAL 
REMINISCENCES 
No. 8 


By A. EDGAR BERESFORD 


‘Way this person?” I can well imagine the reader 
saying to himself, surprised at my appearance in a series 
of articles which up to now have been contributed by 
architects of wide renown and distinguished achievement. 
I entirely agree with you, as Mr. Bernard Shaw told the 
galleryite who booed his play, but who am I to disobey an 
Editor? particularly in the special circumstances, which 
should be explained. Months ago the late Mr. Baillie Scott 
promised to write his reminiscences for The Builder, but 
had drafted out only a few introductory pages when he 
died in February last. Now his was a career worthy to 
be remembered and recorded, and, since his prose was as 
pungent and refreshing as his drawing and design were 
delicate and delightful, his autobiography could not have 
failed to be of widespread interest had it been completed. 
In his disappointment, the Editor saw a gleam of hope. 
Why not ask Beresford, who had worked so long with 
Baillie Scott that his reminiscences must of necessity be 
largely identified with those of his partner? For thus we 
may get something at least, however poorly compiled, to 
fill the niche reserved in our series for Baillie Scott. So 
now, dear reader, you may understand why I am in this 
gallery: my only pretension to figure in sueh distinguished 
company is that for 40 years it was my good fortune to be 
in almost daily association with one of the best known 
amongst British domestic architects, whose works and 
words had an undoubted influence on the taste of his day, 
—and that thus I may be able to tell some of the experi- 
ences I shared with him. 

When John Wesley first published, in 1778, his famous 
collection of Hymns, he wrote in his preface: ‘‘ Inasmuch 
as but a small part of these hymns is of my own composing, 
I feel that it is not inconsistent with modesty to declare 
that I am persuaded no such hymnbook as this has yet 
been’ published in the English language.”” In my turn, 
I do not feel it inconsistent with modesty to praise Scott 
and his works: it is not in the hope that as his partner 
I may bask in some faint reflection of his glory, for but a 
emall part of our works was of my own composing: and 
his was already a famous name long before I first met him. 

Born in 1865 at Worthing, the eldest son in a family of 
nine children of a Scottish father and a mother of 
Huguenot descent, Baillie Scott was at sixteen being 
coached for Cambridge, when his father, who had an 
estate in Australia, decided to send him there instead. 
Young Scott had then no special desire for any career save 
that of a painter, for which he was naturally gifted in no 
small degree, but being also a great lover of wild nature he 
quite willingly accepted the prospect of an open-air life 
“‘ down-under,” and went to the Royal Agricultural College 
at Cirencester to study scientific farming and estate 
management as a useful preparation for overseas. After 
graduating, and, incidentally, winning the Society’s Silver 
Medal, he suddenly threw over the idea of emigration and 
articled himself to an architect in Bath. The reason he 
himself gave for such a radical change of plan sounds fan- 
tastic, but—knowing him—I think it may well have been 
true! Visiting London to buy kit for his voyage, he went 
one evening to the Savoy Theatre, to which all London 


was then flocking to hear, in all their new and topical: 


brilliance, the delightful comic operas of Gilbert and 
Sullivan, and he was so enraptured that he decided forth- 
with that he would not be banished to the other side of 
the world where such delights were unobtainable, but 
would at all costs stay in England within reach of the 
Savoy ! 

Equally “ Baillie-Scotian’’ was his alleged reason for 
settling in the Isle of Man a few years later. He would 
solemnly aver that, with his young wife, he had gone there 
for a brief holiday only, but they were so sea-sick on the 
crossing that he swore they would never return. What- 
ever the reason, he did, in fact, stay, hiring himself to 
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A Pen-and-wash drawing by the late M. H. Baillie Scott. 


make estate plans in the office of a local land-agent. There 
he got his first commission to build, when a doctor, having 
bought a site through the firm, asked Scott to lick into 
shape for him his own very unconventional ideas for an 
ultra-hygienic house, probably realising that no established 
architect would agree to incorporate such a collection of 
fads and fancies into a workable scheme. But Scott him- 
self was unorthodox and individual to a degree: all through 
his life he much preferred to work for people of original 
and unconventional make-up: and so I have no doubt he 
quite enjoyed this first strange commission, though he 
would confess that the result was ‘“‘a pretty dreadful 
affair.’ But it was a start, and before long he was busy 
designing other houses in the Island, which, though maybe 
less assertively hygienic, were decidedly more comely than 
his first, and gained not only friends but imitators. _ 

And now he began to contribute to the art magazines 
at home and .abroad those articles, lavishly illustrated 
with his charming water-colours, which were to continue 
for many years and to help to make his name so familiar 
to the artistic world. The originality of his plans, based on 
actual needs of ordinary life rather than on social pro- 
prieties, appealed at once to thinking people, and the 
simple beauty of his exteriors and interiors struck a new 
and welcome note in a world satiated with the effusive 
over-elaboration of late-Victorian days. Soon commissions 
flowed in for houses large and small all over Britain : he 
was recognised as a new leader in domestic design, not 
only at home but on the Continent, where the winning of 
an important competition had further established his fame, 
and led to many highly original schemes which gained 
wide publicity. In little more than 10 years from the day 
when, in order to hear more Gilbert and Sullivan, he had 
first adopted the profession of architecture, he had made 
a European reputation as one of its most brilliant and 
gifted exponents—at any rate in that branch to which he 
chose to devote his main energies, the design of houses 
in the countryside. . 

How did he do it? His professional training had been 
negligible: in Bath he duly drew out “the Orders,” as 
did every pupil, but, from his own account, learnt little 
else‘ of any value. There can be no doubt he was a natural 
genius, by instinct an artist of certain and impeccable 
taste and of never-failing originality, and that the absence 
of any stereotyped training in his youth helped rather 
than hindered his development when he began to design 
buildings. In the few lines of autobiography which he 
had completed, he referred to his boyhood sketching in the 
South Downs, where he chose frequently as subjects for his 
pencil and brush the old Sussex farmhouses and churches, 
and, though he disclaimed any interest or taste in building 
in those early days, it seems as if he were wondering how 
much he might have been unconsciously influenced in his 
later work by those early studies. I think it may be that 
he gained then at least the rudiments of that mastery 
which he later demonstrated for harmonising all his 
buildings with their background, in line and mass not 
less than in colour and texture. 
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Soon after I became his assistant, in 1905, I found a 
bundle of old letters applying for the berth I had luckily 
secured, and, glancing through a few, asked Scott why he 
had chosen me in preference to others obviously far better 
qualified. He said it was largely due to my reference to 
restoring some fine old Cheshire farmhouses, from which 
he saw that I “‘ loved old work as much as he did.” I was 
much surprised, for in those days Scott was generally 
believed to be a rebel, a scoffer at orthodoxy, the herald of 
a new style which owed little or nothing to the traditions 
of old work. Really, as I soon found, his designs all 
originated in the spirit of the best medizval traditions 
freely used to meet modern needs; his work was novel only 
in its eradication of hackneyed forms which had no prac- 
tical value and stereotyped *‘ period ” trimmings. 

But now, having reached the point at which I come into 
his story, I must, I suppose, write a few words about myself. 
Leaving school in Macclesfield, Cheshire, where I was 
born, I entered the office of a friendly country builder 
temporarily, really to keep me out of mischief until a stool 
in the bank, for which I had long been entered, became 
vacant, It did not take me many days to decide that I 
preferred the much more exciting and romantic adventure 
of building to any prosaic bank stool, and within very few 
weeks I was “ bound apprentice” to the trade for six 
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years, during which—amongsit many other things—I laid 
bricks, cut stone on the “ banker,” and spent nearly two 
years at the joiner’s bench. Here are two stories only 
from those days. The gruff old foreman was accosted at 
the gate by a Welshman looking for work. “ Well! and 
what can you do?” he asked. ‘‘ Look you, yess! I can 
make any sort of choiners’-work,” was the Welshman’s 
reply. ‘‘ Oh, you’re the man I want,” said the foreman, 
“for I can’t make any of the beggars work!’’ The other 
memory is of Abel Rathbone, my ‘“‘ mate” at the bench, 
a fine craftsman. We had made a large frame, and before 
driving home the final wedges were testing it as usual for 
squareness by measuring the diagonals with a long lath. 
Abel marked off his end carefully, and, tossing the lath 
across, asked, “‘Is it reet?’’ ‘‘ Near enough,” was the 
unthinking reply. Then came the explosion! ‘‘ There’s 
no such thing as near enough. LEither -it’s reet or it’s 
wrong,” he bawled. Nothing less than “ right” would 
ever satisfy Abel: he was a fine mentor for an impression- 
able lad. 

In after years I have often thanked my stars for ‘the 
varied experience of all kinds of building processes which 
fell to my lot in those days. I believe that every archi- 
tectural student would be the better for some such training, 
though it may be difficult now to find in one small estab- 
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lishment all the varied stages of production in operation 
as I did: for we bought our timber in the log and stone 
in the quarry-block, and converted them ourselves through 
all the many processes—maybe to finished panelling or 
crocketted pinnacle—aided_by very little machinery. 

But even before I had completed my apprenticeship 
I found myself so keenly interested in the design of build- 
ings and the drawing of plans that I wanted to be an 
architect rather than a builder. So there followed a few 
years’ intensive study, both in class and with a private 
coach, and ‘presently I was assisting various Manchester 
architects—mostly in domestic and church work. Then 
one day I saw that Baillie Scott, whose illustrated work I 
had long admired, wanted a chief assistant. Greatly 
daring, I applied, and to my delight was chosen. 

Let me try to picture Baillie Scott’s home and office in 
those days. A mile from Bedford town was a long, low 
cottage, pink-washed, with a mossy tiled roof, standing 
behind fifty yards of lawn and flanked by a long row of tall 
elms. At the rear, facing an acre of.orchard, projected, at 
one end, Scott’s office (originally the detached wash- 
house), smothered in ivy; at the other end, a wooden wing 
housed the staff. In his room, the old sink and copper 
had been enclosed by boarding to form his drawing-bench. 
the whitewashed walls were hung with an arras of faded 
lilac-blue chintz, except for the fireplace, which was merely 
the hole in the wall which remained after the removal of 
the original grate, but had a “ blower” of sheet-iron 
readily adjustable to the need of the moment by the simple 
method of pulling out and reinserting the large nail on 
which it hung in a higher or lower brick-joint! Red 
Turkey-twill curtains hung at the two windows, and the 
brick floor had strips of brightly coloured matting. An 
old gate-leg table, a couple of wing armchairs and joint 
stools were all piled with drawings and books: stacks of 
water-colour sketches were ranged round the walls; an oak 
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long-case clock ticked in the corner, and cats of all ages 
and sizes lay about everywhere. Two or three times a 
day Scott would stroll across slowly from his room to ours, 
generally with a cat in his arms, but invariably followed 
by a little procession of three or four of them, amicably 
joined by his old fox-terrier. Such was the idyllic environ- 
ment in which we worked, disturbed by nothing more 
serious than the chatter of the thrushes in the cherry 
trees or the occasional mild excitement when old Bobbie, 
the fat roan pony, declined to be harnessed to the 
governess-car and trotted gently round the orchard just 
out of reach, until, maybe, we all had to go out and help 
corner him. Visitors were few, for the distance from 
Bedford station dissuaded most of the commercial gentle- 
men who had building materials to sell: a few clients 
called, but most made appointments at a more easily 
reached rendezvous, and so we could get on with our work 
with few interruptions. For you should not imagine that 
this ideal setting indicated a lazy cr free-and-easy exist- 
ence, far removed though it was from the usual atmosphere 
of a busy practice. It may sound incredible, but we did 
not consider we were fully occupied unless we had at least. 
twenty-five to thirty houses going up simultaneously, and 
these were not repetitions or even variants of the same 
plan; each was individually designed and fully detailed, 
room by room, however small or inexpensive. I can 
remember only two occasions in that spate of country 
houses and cottages where we used the same plan even 
twice, and then it was as a reluctant concession to an 
insistent client. Scott’s amazing facility of invention and 
his individualistic hatred of repetition precluded any 
duplication save in quite minor matters. F 

An example of the degree of detail to which we worked 
may be given. In a house in Switzerland a bedroom was 
lined with panelling, the mouldings of which, in imitation 
of the characteristic Swiss idiom, were to be painted with 
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a “‘ running” pattern of hawthorn blossom. Each morning 
Scott would bring in a freshly picked spray from which 
we copied closely form and colour in our full-size cartoons 
—not only of the ‘ repeat,” but of the mitred angles—of 
the various widths of moulding, using body colour and 
also varnish on the drawings to ensure the exact finished 
quality. Work abroad, which could not, of course, be 
regularly inspected and supervised, was always detailed to 
a similarly meticulous degree. I remember a house in 
Poland where the client was his own master-builder 
employing his estate people to make everything. There 
we prepared, in addition to the usual drawings, scores 
of sheets illustrating by isometric sketches every detail of 
the construction of floors and windows, doors and roofs— 
in fact, almost a comprehensive volume of building con- 
struction diagrams. 

It was quite typical of Baillie Scott that, although the 
indisputable heir to a moribund Scottish baronetcy, he 
could never be induced to take any steps to petition its 
revival. He had little respect for titles or wealth for their 
own sake: for the pomp and vanities of the world he had 
nothing but a gentle derision. He would relate with great 
delight how, invited to Darmstadt to discuss with the 
Grand Duke and Duchess of Hesse the designs for the 
Neue Palast he was to build for them, he had been per- 
suaded to make some concession to propriety in discarding 
his usual Harris-tweed knickerbocker suit in favour of a 
borrowed outfit of a more conventional kind. He was met 
at the station by a magnificent ‘‘ State coach ” affair, fully 
equipped with powdered flunkeys, who with true Teutonic 
solemnity bowed him to his seat. But the “‘ crowning 
mercy,” he would say, was the provision of a second impos- 
ing vehicle to convey his baggage—which consisted of one 
small suitcase and a roll of plans. 

I believe it was in 1907 that, incited by Scott, two 
of us in his office, A. P. Starkey and I, first emulated him 
in submitting drawings to the Royal Academy, and to our 
amazement his contributions were that year unaccountably 
rejected, whilst ours were both hung. A few days after 
the news came through, Scott had a visit from his old 


friend, the late John P. White, the genial founder of the 
famous wood-working firm (whose second name, though I 
never heard it, I always imagined to be the unpronounce- 
able “‘ Pyghtle,” which entitled his works at Bedford !). 
Scott related in an assumed gloom the latest abberration 
of the “‘ Hanging Committee,” and J. P. W. had as usual 


a witty and apt rejoinder. ‘‘ Opposite my house,” he said, 
‘*‘there is a rookery which I often sit and watch, and-at 
this time of year you can see an exactly similar thing 
happening. As soon as the young birds get big enough, 
they just shave the old birds out of the nest.” 

A disastrous fire in 1912 destroyed the office and all its 
contents completely, and so damaged the house as to cause 
us to migrate to Bedford town and shortly afterwards to 
London. Then came war in 1914 and a complete cessation 
of architectural work for four years. Scott. betook himself 
into Kent, where at Great Chart, near Ashford, he had 
bought a derelict 15th-century house, and quietly settled 
down to restore it to its former glories, with the addition of 
modern amenities, a task which, with the limited labour and 
materials available, was to occupy most of the ‘‘ duration.” 
I, ill-adapted for military service, worked awhile with a 
good friend and client, a famous eurveyor in the City, 
then was invited to become a temporary servant of the 
Admiralty, and enrolled as the first draughtsman of a new 
section just formed to organise the production of the new- 
fangled ‘‘ kite balloons,” those ungainly aerial monsters 
which in recent years have become so familiar a feature 
in our skies, though now used for barrage, and not, as 
then, for observation purposes. But there are no “ Archi- 
tectural Reminiscences ” from that pericd, which brought 
me no medals—(though I did get a “‘ Mention ”’)—and I 
was glad to forget all about ** balloonatics ’’ when, in 1919, 
Scott invited me to rejoin nim as his partner in dear old 
Gray’s Inn, where we were to remain till 1940. 

Certain critical reviewers have professed to detect in 
Scott’s work in this post-war period an orientation towards 
Georgian or Queen Anne influences, contrasting with his 
prevailing earlier manner which had led the casual observer 
to label him, quite erroneously, as a Tudor-period 
enthusiast exclusively. Some have, indeed, strangely 
attributed this alleged change to my “‘ advent,” an ascrip- 
tion which I hasten to disclaim. But I doubt if anyone 
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could work daily, surrounded by the gracious yet homely 
dignity of Gray’s Inn, and remain impervious to its charm, 
and, if it be true that his work showed any such develop. 
ment, I think it might well be more truly attributed to 
our environment in our beautiful panelled rooms of Gray’s 
Inn-square and South-square, both now destroyed irrevoc- 
ably by German bombs. 


Curious people have sometimes asked me, @ propos our 
book ‘‘ Houses and Gardens,’’ how can two men write one 
book? Do they write alternate paragraphs or chapters? 
Or does one supply ideas for the other to develop? In 
short, how do collaborators collaborate? Our formula for 
the book was that which we frequently used in designing 
a house: each worked quite independently at the same 
problem; then, exchanging solutions, each criticised freely 
and frankly, and eventually we agreed readily on ‘the final 
version, which might incorporate something of each draft, 
but occasionally proved to be one original modified by 
criticism in only minor ways. Such a composite method 
led frequently to a quiet chuckle when, as sometimes hap- 
pened, the virtually unaltered effort of the one was 
confidently ‘‘ recognised ” as the characteristic work of the 
other! Often the best jokes are those which cannot be 
told ! 

We often discussed the propriety of disclosing stories 
about ‘‘ queer” clients, of whom we had a fair number, 
possibly (as Scott would say) because we were pretty 
“queer” and unconventional ourselves. There was, for 
example, the elderly man who came by appointment to 
discuss the erection of a vast bungalow guest-house to 
accommodate hikers on the Surrey hills. His costume was 
decidedly unusual—even for a high-priest of “ hikery ’— 
for he appeared in a parody of a Boy Scout’s uniform, 
flannel shirt and shorts, with bright blue sock-suspenders 
on his bare brown legs, and he was festooned all round 
with tin pannikins and haversacks from which he presently 
produced a large orange which he offered—maybe in lieu 
of a visiting-card. A site which he proposed to purchase 
was duly visited and preliminary sketches made. Then, 
as he appeared to spend his time wandering round the 
country and writing to us from such addresses as “ At 
the 27th milestone on the Cambridge road,” we asked for 
the name of his solicitor or man of business with whom 
we could more easily communicate about tenders and such 
matters, and he referred us to a well-known firm. But I 
do not think we were greatly surprised to hear from them 
that we must do no more, since our mutual client had 
neither intention nor means to build at all, being mentally 
unstable, with this overpowering delusion that he must 
provide a rest-house for his fellows. He was a charming 
man, apparently of extreme intelligence on any other 
subject, and belonged to a distinguished family well known 
at Westminster. 


We once built a Georgian-type house for an invalid lady 
whose great horror of fire led her to stipulate that the 
sash-window in her ground-floor bedroom should have its 
lower sash made much larger than the upper one, 80 
ensuring (as she fondly thought) much easier egress in an 
emergency. It took quite a long time to convince her 
that the greatest opening could only be contrived by 
making the sashes exactly equal. 

In the days, long ago, when it was fashionable to inscribe 
an appropriate motto over a mantel or round a frieze, Scott 
suggested, for a bedroom, Coleridge’s words from “ The 
Ancient Mariner”: ‘‘ To Mary Queen the praise be given, 
She sent the gracious sleep from Heaven, That slid into 
my soul.” His client, a Scottish Member of Parliament, 
replied indignantly that he would have “ no such Papistical 
stuff ”’ ! 

But far more common have been clients with a sense 
of humour with whom one could share a joke. One, who 
built in the Cotswolds, asked as a special favour that one 
small window which commanded a particularly fine view 
might be free of bars or leads, but glazed in one pane of 
glass. We readily agreed, but, purely by accident and un- 
known to us, within a few days the representative of the 
firm supplying the casements and glass arrived to take his 
measurements, and, on hearing of this request, was moved 
to protest to the owner, whom he met there, that such 
glazing would be out of character with the rest. By the 
next post came a humorous letter from our client, who in 
mock indignation told us that we need not have sent a 
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jian down from London especially to persuade him he was 
wrong, for he already knew it: but offering to fix a small 
brass plate over the window recording that it had been 
glazed thus by an onstinate owner in defiance of the wiser 
pounsels of his architects. When, later, designing some 
small panels of modelled plaster to decorate the ceiling of 
the room, we made one a punning illustration of his name, 
our client declared that we had done so to “ get our own 
back ” over the window ! ‘ 

A New Zealander, holidaying in England, asked us to 
make plans for a house out there, and sketches were made 
and approved. Before returning, he called once more and 
insisted on paying his fees in advance and in cash. I was 
out that afternoon, but next morning when Scott arrived 
he silently pulled out a bundle of notes and deliberately 
covered the whole of my table with “ fivers.”’ Then he 
said: ‘* Pick ’em up. That’s your half of the Antipodean ! ”’ 

Nearly all our building was in remote country districts, 
and frequently carried out by little local builders, the 
salt of the earth, of whom many stories might be told, but 
here one must suffice. A fine old character built for us, 
in the New Forest, a house of particularly plain and simple 
exterior. He had seen illustrated various previous efforts 
of ours in a much prettier and more romantic style, and 
this severe and uncompromising elevation rather worried 
him—it didn’t run true to published form at all. One day 
he hit on an explanation. ‘‘ I can see it now,” he said to 
the owner (who passed on the story to us) “‘ this ’ouse is 
like a bulldog: its beauty lies in its hugliness!’”’ The old 
man had realised a truth not always appreciated by 
cleverer people—that a building devoid of pretty or orna- 
mental features may yet have a quality or distinction of 
its own. But, needless to say, that type of house was ever 
afterwards referred to in the office as “ bulldog.” 

I was lunching one day in 2 hostelry close by Gray’s Inn 
with. a client, when a man just leaving came across and 
spoke to me in a very friendly way. Later my companion 
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built his house for him a few years previously. “ What?’ 
cried my client, ‘“‘ and you are still friends?” I have been 
told that this story is a chestnut—it may be, but it cer- 
tainly occurred to me as stated, and if leads me to say 
how grateful I am to remember that very, very few of my 
clients have not remained my good friends, which fact I 
am only too conscious is due far more to my good fortune 
than to my merit. Scott used to say, I think truly, that 
to build a house for himself is a searching test of a man’s 
true character; all the good traits as well as all the bad ones 
seem to emerge intensified and concentrated by the ordeal. 
And though sometimes I have been tempted to think that 
we had more than our share of Cifficult and exacting 
clients, I also remember many very delightful ones too, for 
whom it was an unalloyed joy and privilege to work: 
people whose sympathetic consideration and confidence 
were an unending delight and inspiration. The late 
Queen Alexandra is reported to have replied, when asked 
the best way to treat unpleasant people: ‘‘ There are so 
many really nice people that one can just take no notice 
of the unpleasant ones.” Looking back over fifty years 
of the ups and downs which inevitably occur in a private 
practice—and most of all perhaps when one has specialised 
almost exclusively in one branch of design—I want to end 
on that note. Of me as of Kipling’s tramp it may be 
written, ‘‘ ’E enjoyed it all.” 

In the old days before this war, when I used to have the 
privilege of writing occasionally for The Builder, I seldom 
omitted to quote a few words from Ruskin, many of whose 
theories are still sound even in these mechanical days 
which he would have abhorred. In his ‘“ Stones of 
Venice’ he wrote: “We may require of an architect, as 
of a novelist, that he should be not only correct but enter- 
taining.” He referred, of course, to an architect’s work 
and not to his reminiscences: but I can assure you that 
what I have written here is strictly correct to the best of 
my belief, and I can but hope that it has been at least 


asked who the other was, and I told him, adding that I had mildly entertaining. 
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A PLAN FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF THE CITY. 


The above plan for the City is a study for reconstruction based on utilising to the maximum extent the results of war damage : 

affording greatly improved communications and better setting for important buildings, as in the case of St. Paul’s (as suggested by 

the R.A.), the Guildhall, which is provided with an open square to the North, and in other cases, such as the various ch The 

treatment of the river frontage is regarded as a matter demanding further examination, also that of the railway termini. Examples of 

possible road crossings at two levels are included, a method that might be especially useful in the provision of good northern approaches 

to Southwark Bridge, at present little used. It might be interesting to compare this plan with the bird’s-eye view published in last week’s 
issue. The plan is the work of Dr. H. V. » Hon. Litt.D., F.R.LB.A., PPTPL 
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A FAIR DAY’S WORK 
BY A HOUSING ARCHITECT. 


Ir is not always politic to say what is 
in the mind. Statements are welcome only 
when they are likely to inspire desirable 
results. But sometimes the ordinary dis- 
cretion of the tactful person becomes a 
conspiracy of silence, a closing of the eyes 
to hard and unpleasant facts. That is the 
moment in which to cast caution to the 
winds, even at the risk of offence to our 
friends. 

It has been the fashion during the war 
to commend the hard work of the people 
in its war effort, and often enough the 
praise has been well merited. Long hours 
at dull and monotonous work, with dull 
and monotonous meals and dull and mono- 
tonous leisure moments, can be borne only 
by people of great heart and strong de- 
termination. The minor. grumblings at 
such an existence were never very serious, 
and even so, exceeded those which with 
more cause might have come out of the 
grimmer hazards of war. : 

The picture would be completely in- 
spiring but for a few blemishes which, I 
feel, have scored the face of the war effort. 
There have been cases where both masters 
and men have taken advantage of the 
nation’s need to extort more than their 
share from the fruits of victory. In the 
building trade we can feel by no means 
happy about the record, excepting perhaps 
the peak efforts which prepared the way for 
our American guests in record time. But 
from that time war weariness and lack of 
effort seems to have engulfed some 
branches of the industry. 

Taking the present time as an indication 
of the state of affairs, I feel that too little 
has been said to call attention to what the 
position really is. Recent tenders for work- 
ing-class cottages in permanent construc- 
tion—the first need of the country at the 
moment, in fact—have shown that com- 
parative costs with pre-war cottages, 
making due allowance. for an increase in 
the standard of accommodation and 
equipment, are costing up to two and a 
half times the pre-war figure, taking £480 
to £500 as their fair pre-war price for the 
present Ministry types. In few cases are 
materials and fittings more than double 
the pre-war price, and in many cases less 
than this. Basic wages are certainly 
nothing like double. The builders’ profit 
is not likely to be at double the rate, for 
the Excess Profits Tax offers a small in- 
ducement to the profiteer. Where is the 
margin that accounts for this prodigious 
rise in costs? 

There can be one answer, and one answer 
only—in the output of the men. There is 
literally no other alternative cause, and 
the case is proved in advance of a trial. I 
feel that the time is ripe for strong words, 
and that any attempt to wrap up the 
charge in gentle words can do only more 
harm than good. 

The plain fact is that the building opera- 
tive of to-day is not doing an honest day’s 
work. with, of course, a few honourable 
exceptions; and I use the term ‘‘ honest ” 
deliberately because of the seriousness of 
the offence that is being committed against 
the interests of the country. 

T have never considered that the building 
operatives had no cause for complaint 
against the conditions under which they 
worked. A building tradesman does hard, 
tiring work if he fulfils his duty, and often 
the conditions under which he works are 
full of discomfort. To be also at the mercy, 
of the English climate as to whether even 
that means of livelihood is to be his for the 
choosing added another real grievance, 
while anv slump in trade has always sent 
builders first to the Labour Exchange. 
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I would not wish any set of British work- 
men to suffer these disabilities without 
some effort to iron them out, and it is 
heartening to know that the questions of 
wet time, holidays with pay and the other 
more general social security measures will 
be operating to the improvement of the 
building operative’s conditions of work. 
That has all the elements of fair play 
which the Briton expects and admires, and 
we grudge none of it to men in our trade. 

But there must be good will on both 
sides. Men can work hard _ without 
becoming slaves, and work -will be the 
pleasanter if it is done with a will, The 
idea of service as an honourable calling 
must be in the mind of every workman who 
wants to take a full part in the nation’s 
life, and pride of craftsmanship is a quality 
which can be acquired only by those who 
have skill denied to the non-craftsman. 

It is a matter of profound regret that the 
trades unions pay so little attention to the 
idea of craft as distinct from the idea of 
wage earning. The policy of levelling down 
is a disastrous one, and so long as it per- 
sists the non-efficient receive a gratuitous 
handicap to their inefficiency, and the good 
tradesman is disheartened at the scant 
respect paid to his skill. 

I féel, then, that the first step to break 
the vicious ring must be taken by the 
trades unions themselves. They must 
devise ways and means of infusing ambi- 
tion into the craftsman, and of making it 
worth his while to exercise his full powers 
of craftsmanship, while at the same time 
putting a penalty upon those who will not 
pull their full weight, and even upon those 
unfortunates who have little weight to 

ull. We do not want to see sweated 
abour in which the greedy-minded en- 
thusiast is willing to enslave himself for 
unreasonable hours in return for a heavy 
pay packet, but merely a new infusion of 
energy into the normal working hours of 
the trade, so that when the wage bill is 
doubled it can be done with the assurance 
that output will be doubled. Only so can 
the master builder estimate closely the sum 
at which he can undertake a job, and only 
under such close estimating can any finan- 
cial system carry the tremendous expendi- 
ture which the country will have to 
shoulder. 

I have great faith in the inherent sense 
of fairplay of the average Briton, and have 
not the slightest doubt that if these 
matters are put in the right way, and in 
the strongest terms, by the right authori- 
ties, there will indeed be a change of heart 
in the building labour market. The risk 
is that the returning soldiers, joining in 
hundreds to the armies of thousands, will 
be infected with the present unhealthy 
spirit that prevails, instead of bringing a 
new spirit with them to revive that of the 
civilian army. I do not hesitate, there- 
fore, to speak over the heads of the 
builders to those of the trade whose groups 
are approaching the date for demobilisa- 
tion, and to warn them that unless the 
builders work hard and honestly, not one 
of their dreams of a better life will come 
to fruition within their lifetimes—neither 
better homes, nor a broader educationa! 
svstem, nor improved health services. All 
these denend on hard work, and in par- 
ticular the hard work of the builders. 





Westminster’s City Hall. 

Just before the outbreak of war, West- 
minster City Council’s plans for a new 
city hall were in an advanced state of 
preparation. These must now be deferred 
for a very considerable time, and conse- 
quently the Council Chamber at the exist- 
ing city hall must be reconstructed. Mr. 
Stanley Hamp, F.R.I.B.A., has been 
appointed architect for this work. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


BALLYOWEN SANATORIUM 
COMPETITION. 
Assessors’ Report. 

THE assessors’ award in the above 
competition was published in our issue 
for July 27, and the winning design, by 
Messrs. John G. Manahan, B.Arch., 
A.R.I.B.A., and Louis C. Peppard, 
B.Arch., A.R.1I.B.A., was illustrated last 
week. We now give below the assessors’ 
report. 

Out of the total number of designs re- 
ceived several failed to achieve the hoped- 
for standard of competence, but there 
were sufficient schemes showing know- 
ledge and skill to demand prolonged 
consideration. The difficulty of assess- 
ment was increased by the widely 
differing approaches to the problem 
adopted by the various competitors. This 
largely arose from the fact that the condi- 
tions were so framed as to allow each 
competitor full freedom to decide what 
type of building was, in his opinion, 
appropriate for the treatment of tubercu- 
losis on the given site. Hence, it was 
natural that the solutions put forward 
should differ greatly in character and 
that, in particular, they should range 
from horizontal to vertical. 

Our endeavour was to discover which 
designs most nearly fulfilled the condi- 
tions stated and implicit in the pro- 
gramme; the marked difference of charac- 
ter in the premiated designs reflects the 
latitude given to the competitors. 

It is our opinion that none of the 
competitors has presented a perfect solu- 
tion to the problem, but at least four have 
given very clear indication of capacity to 
provide this after reconsideration and 
consultation with the promoters. 

Scheme No. 10 (Manahan and Peppard) 
has been awarded first premium for a 
variety of reasons, which did not include 
clarity of presentation. It is an excellent 
piece of logical and ingenious planning 
with a very satisfactory balance and rela- 
tionship of parts. Ambulant and semi- 
ambulant patients have easy access to the 
grounds, to the common rooms and to the 
dining-room, which is very pleasantly 
placed. Nurses’ and maids’ homes are 
conveniently located, being separate and 
apart from the hospital, but easy of 
access. 

The scheme is economical in construc- 
tion and should be so in operation, and 
its defects are, in our opinion, such as 
could be remedied without much diffi- 
culty. Chief among them is the lack of 
separate under-cover communication to 
the one-storey wards for ambulant 
patients. The question of better protec- 
tion of the wards from weather also 
requires careful consideration. In the 
nurses’ and maids’ homes the wings 
which point north might, for reasons of 
economy, have rooms on both sides of the 
corridor instead of only on one. 

The services from kitchen to dining- 
rooms on the first floor and the staff sick 
bay on the second floor could be improved 
by some modifications of the plan. The 
provision of three separate entrances is 
undesirable and should be reconsidered 
with a view to bringing the service 
entrance under the observation and 
control of the porter at his lodge. 

We would have wished to see more 
clearly the author’s intentions in regard 
to the north and other elevations, but 
from the plans and thoroughly considered 
report we have formed the opinion that 
the whole effect of the buildings could 
be as pleasant as the layout generally 
is workmanlike. 

Scheme No. 21, placed second (Nicol, 
Nicol and Thomas and Donald G. 
Walton), is a competent and _ straight- 
forward solution excellently presented. 
The institutional character of the design 
lacks the homeliness of some of the more 
freely planned solutions submitted; and 
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this would be more justifiable on an 
urban than on this rural site, of which 
the author failed to take full egy 
The placing and arrangement of the 
nurses’ and maids’ home, and the 
planning of the main entrance, are un- 
fortunate. Essential modification of the 
layout would be difficult in a plan so 
closely interlocked. 

Scheme No. 11, placed third (Donald 
Dex Harrison and Penelope Whiting), is 
admirably presented and is of great in- 
terest; the report accompanying the 
drawings is a masterly study of the 
elements of tuberculosis hospital design. 
After careful consideration we decided 
that the architectural merits and the 
prilliant planning of the design are out- 
weighed by its defects from the point of 
view of local administrative and medical 
procedure. A fundamental defect in the 
scheme is that all entrances to and exits 
from the several floors are concentrated 
in the lift channel—a matter of serious 
moment in any building of this size and 
character, but much more so when deal- 
ing with what is, in the main, an infec- 
tious community. The ability displayed 
by the author leaves no doubt as to his 
capacity to remedy many defects in his 
design, but as we believe that this would 
not be achieved without adopting a com- 
pletely new approach to the problem, we 
do not feel justified in giving the scheme 
a higher place in our award. 

Scheme No. 23, placed fourth (the Gren- 
fell Baines Group of Architects), is a 
most attractive design with many features 
of interest. The author has shown great 
ingenuity in his arrangement of the 
wards, failing, however, to take advantage 
of the natural amenities of the site. It 
suffers also from the defect in the lack of 
segregation of patients, The infirmary 
wards are each divided vertically into two 
half-units, creating difficulties in super- 
“Scheme No. 14, high 

cheme No. 14, highly commende 
us (O’Connor and Aylward), vag by 
luctantly excluded from premiation 
largely on the ground of cost. The 
author’s decision to arrange the buildings 
on the steeply contoured portion of the 
site involved the adoption of expensive 
and inconvenient expedients to circulate 
the patients and services from one point 
pt a ao ahs stated planning is ex- 
and reflects an intirz 
of Deveaee nrocedure. lai saawladap 
cheme No. 19, which we 
(Dermot O’Toole), is a good ee 
pre n posnans and interesting, but is 
Py in the a 
ticles ai ile ei. rrangement and loca- 
For the Board of Assessors, ( 


HARRY ALLBERRY, Guta 


ee FOR SMALL HOUSES. 

e names of the builders and archi- 
tects who have had their plans adjudged 
the best by three Assessing Committees 
were annouiced last week by Mr. A. W. 
Curton, Chairman of the House-Buil 
Industries’ Standing Committee, which 
promoted the competition. From the 
plans selected houses will immediately 
be built in the areas for which the plans 
were submitted, and will be the first 
demonstration houses of traditional per- 
manent type built by the building in- 
dustry since 1939. The competition has 
been closely watched by officials at the 
Ministry of Works, who assisted in grad- 
ing the plans on certain features. The 
designs will be on view to the public at 
the Building Centre, Conduit-street, Lon- 
don. W.1, as from Wednesday, August 15, 
for three weeks. The names of the suc- 
cessful builders and architects are as 
follows :— 

NORTHERN COUNTIES GROUP. 


Yorkshire: J. S. Bramley and.Son. Ltd. 
East, Ardsley, Wakefield; A. Binks, 


Lancashire : Unit Construction Co., Ltd., 
London; R. H. A. Jones and A. C. Cow- 
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Cheshire: Tomlinsons (Contractors), 
Ltd., Wilmslow; Partington and Bolland, 
AA.R.LB.A. 

Lancashire: R. W. Willan, Manchester; 
lawl F. V. Newsome, F.R.I.B.A.. 


Cheshire: James Lennon, Ltd., Man- 
chester; Leslie R. Penman, A.R.I.B.A. 
Lancashire: F. J. Gibson (Builder), 
Ltd., Wilmslow; Edward Adams, 
A.R.I.B.A. 
MIDLAND AND WaLes GROUP. 


South Wales: F. and R. Lewis (1927), 
Ltd., Cardiff; Percy Thomas, F.R.I.B.A. 

Buckinghamshire: Stewart and Part- 
ners, Ltd., London; Denis Poulton, Dip. 
Arch., F.R.I.B.A. 

Norfolk: R. G. Carter, Norwich; 
Robert O. Bond, F.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dip. 

Warwickshire: Breeze and Burdett, 
Lid., Coventry; W. H. Oldfield, F.I.A.A., 
§.M.Inst.R.A. 

Oxfordshire: J. A. Pye, Ltd., Oxford; 
Leonard G. Norcott, Registered Architect. 

Staffordshire: F. Bradley, Ltd., Han- 
ley; Edward Forshaw and Greaves, 
A.R.I.B.! 


Lincolnshire: Taylor Woodrow, Lid., 
Southall; T. P. Bennett and Son. 

Leicestershire: Bradshaw Bros. (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Leicester; E. H. Smith 
and A. J. Wood, F.R.I.B.A. 


r @iF 


Warwickshire: Rexford (Builders,, 
Ltd., Birmingham); Skelcher, Marchin 
and Watson, L.R.I.B.A., A.I.A.A. 


LONDON AND SouTHERN CouNTIES GROUP. 
Kent: W. J. Marston and Son, Ltd., 
Fulham, S.W.6; M. A, Swan, L.R.1.B.4. 
Kent: L. A. G. Hawkes, Sevenoaks; 
L. F. Richards, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.L., 
(assisted by G. Roberts, A.R.I.B.A.). 


Middlesex: W. J. Marston and Son, 
Ltd., Fulham, S.W.6; M. A. Swan, 
L.R.1.B.A. 

Middlesex: Taylor Woodrow, Litd., 


Southall; T. P. Bennett and Son. 
Middlesex: George Wimpey and Co., 
Ltd., Denham; Eric Collins, A.R.I.B.A. 
Sussex: T. J. Deernet and Son, Ltd., 
(in conjunction wii Braybo a 
Brighton; Denman and Son, F.R. B.A. 
Sussex: E. H. Munnion, Ltd., Arding- 
ley, Sussex; L. Keir Hett, F.R.I.B.A. 
Surrey: A. Beswick, Kenley, Surrey; 
Clive Pascall, A.R.I.B.A. 
Essex : Rylandes Estates, Ltd., Lon- 
don; J. B. F. Cowper, F.R.1.B.A. 
Hertfordshire: R. W. Smith, Ltd, 
Letcbworth; Courtenay M. Crickmer, 
F.R.I.B.A. 


Wide choice of sites: Davis Estates, 
Ltd., London; A. Kenneth Barton, 
A.R.I.B.A. 





CORRESPONDENCE 


{Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 

sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 

d that we do not necessarily 

endorse the remarks of correspondents, Who will 

oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible. 


L.M.B.A. and National Federation. 
To tHe Eprror or 7'he Builder 

Sm,—Because we are called the London 
Master Builders’ Association, an organisa- 
tion founded over 70 years ago, and not, 
say, ‘‘ The London Federation of Building 
Trades Employers,” some builders in the 
London area do not apparently appreciate 
that we are, in fact, a part of the National 
Federation. 

I should like to make it clear that the 
London Master Builders’ Association is 
the London Region of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers in 
exactly the same way as is, say, the 
Eastern Federation or the Southern 
Federation or the Yorkshire Federation. 
By joining the L.M.B.A. builders auto- 
matically become members of the National 
Federation. In fact, if their businesses 
are in London, that is the only way of 
doing so. 

J. S. GanpraltH 


President, 
London, W.C.1. 


Certificates of Essentiality. 
To tue Enrror or The Builder 

Sm,—With the new powers vested in 
local- authorities as from August 1, the 
need for determining the meaning of the 
term ‘‘ essential’? becomes pressing. 

The standard by which to measure the 
degree of essentiality would appear to be 

‘to produce the maximum accommoda- 
tion with the minimum labour and mate. 
rials.’” The degrees of essentiality and 
the consequent likelihood of a certificate 
being issued may be categorised briefly 
as follows :— 

Category 1 (Certificate certain).—(c) 
Dry-rot in floors likely to be progressive 
and render premises antenantable. (6) 
Unoccupied premises, structurally ‘sound 
and requiring a minimum modification and 
decoration to be made habitable. (c) Occu- 
a (and certain unoccupied premises) 

aving ya gio structural defects but 
not of such extensive character as to 
require more than 25 per cent. of the value 
of the premises expending upon them to be 
made safe and habitable. 

Category 2 (Certificate probable).—(a) 
Conversion of house property into flats 


L.M.B.A. 


where the amount of structural alteration 
and cost is not extensive compared with 
the greatly increased accommodation 
obtained. 

Category 3 (Certificate doubtful).—(a) 
Conversion of house property into flats or 
conversion of garages, wash-houses, etc., 
into houses, bungalows or flats, where the 
structural alterations or additions are ex- 
tensive and the cost is high compared with 
the resulting accommodation. 

Category 4 (Certificate not possible).— 
(a) Repair of a defect or the execution of 
maintenance which is not structural and 
causes little or no inconvenience and is 
not likely to deteriorate to any marked 
extent during the next 18 months or two 
years. (b) Interior decorations only (i.e., 
not being an adjunct of work allowed 
under Categories 1 to 3), except where 
conditions are affecting health or where 
there has been disease. 

The factors to be considered in the issue 
of certificates of essentiality are many, but 
the primary factor is the “‘ conservation 
of labour.” 

By limiting the amount of money which 
may be expended on alterations and con- 
versions the Ministry of Works have acted 
wisely. Whilst it may be suggested that 
it is unfair to make the maximum cost 
cover both labour and materials, on the 
grounds that the cost of fixing, say, a 
superior bath is little more than the cost 
of fixing an inferior one, it must be con- 
sidered that the labour expended in the 
manufacture of superior fittings is far 
greater than in the manufacture of mass- 
production articles, so that ultimately the 
excess expenditure on luxury articles does 
affect the labour situation. 

The labour allocation must also be on a 
strictly fair basis. A large portion of the 
available labour force must be retained 
for the local authority housing schemes. 
In support of this.contention it is pointed 
out that such conversions as are visualised 
under Category 3 above will be prerogative 
of ‘‘the few,’’ whereas local authority 
housing schemes will be available for ‘‘ the 
many.” This raises the problem of “ de- 
termination of tenancy,” and although 
this may seem to be insuperable it is a 
problem requiring serious attention. Are 
there any means of ensuring that those in 
most need of housing accommodation 
receive first consideration immediately 
houses become available? 

The Ministry of Health Circular (123/45) 
indicates that the reduction of the 





August 10 1945 


1 12 THE BUILDER 


licensing limit from £100 to £10 has been BOOK REVIEWS examples of ‘‘ English baroque ’’ architec- 
made primarily with a view to conc ture and sculpture, including several 


en- a ‘ 
trating all available labour in the hands British Architects and Craftsmen, 1600- works by Wren; actually recognises an 


re 1830. By Sacheverett Srrwety. With « . WebeK, F ’ : 
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fully into effect these responsibilities it f thing to say about chinoiserie. William 
would appear most advisable for the local - T. Batsford, Ltd. Price 21s. net. Kent gets Sipsod mark, but the Radcliffe 
authority department concerned to know | Mr. Sitwell, whose encyclopedic learn- Camera obtains very little commendation, 
with some degree of accuracy the extent of ing and coruscating brilliance have illu- Robert Adam receives generous but dis- 
the labour force available. This could ‘minated so many bypaths of architectural criminating praise, and the following 
be ascertained in co-operation with the history abroad, has now turned _his criti- chapter, whimsically entitled ‘‘ non- 
Ministry of Labour office for the area con- cal ability on to the more familiar monu- Adam,” says of Holland, Leverton, and 
cerned. Knowing the labour force, and if ‘ments of his own country; and his especially of James Wyatt, that ‘‘ at their 
possible having some accurate information numerous admirers will naturally~look best they were equal or superior to 
concerning supply and availability of mate- with eagerness for his reactions. ‘They Adam.’’ Nash and Soane, in spite of all 
rials, it would be possible to compile a will not be disappointed. The book itself the talent that has recently. been lavished 
time and progress schedule for the new is excellently produced, and though one jn describing their work, are dismissed 
authority housing programmes, and from must deplore.the current restrictions upon somewhat briefly here: the former as 
this to see, clearly at a given period, the printing that result in a letterpress too ‘‘an architect of the third or fourth 
amount of surplus labour and material -crowded for comfort, there are few among order,’ the latter more charitably as one 
which could be spared for works of altera- the lavish selection of illustrations that who ‘‘was predestined to be last, not 
tion, repair or maintenance as outlined in one could spare, chosen as they are with first,” M. S. B. 
the foregoing categories. Indeed; any pro- the acknowledged taste of ‘‘ the House of . 
gressive local authority would be well Batsford.” English Church wa * iF By F. H. 
advised to consider taking on to their staff The story begins, perhaps a trifle too mossLeY, F.8.A. In “The British 
at least one of the ‘‘ time and progress’’ early, with the predecessors of Inigo Heritage Series. (London: B. T. 
experts at present in industry but likely Jones; and ends, a trifle too late, with Batsford, Ltd.) Price 12s. 6d. net. 
to be available at an early date. Maps. the successors of Robert Adam and the The author claims that a revaluation of 
<A Gothic Revival. Two hideous English Medieval jaar gpa which he 
buildings—Nonesuch Palace at one end of describes as a functional architecture in 
UNECONOMIC PRICES the tale and the Brighton Pavilion at the complete harmony with the requirements 
We take the following extrgct from the other—serve to show how homogeneous of the times, is long overdue. His book 
half-yearly Report of the L.M.B.A., which was all the intervening work, and how considers the design of Medieval churches 
was adopted at a recent meeting :— far both were removed from the sober from the period a.p. 1040 to 1540, which 
In recent months a very undesirable pro- classical spirit of the matured English is considered as one period of growth. 
cedure has come into operation by the Renaissance. It is mainly a record of the The progress of building is traced from 
Ministry of Works in dealing with tem- development of architecture and the the Norman invasion, when the urge to 
porary housing. Firstly, tenders were building crafts, though there are digres- build gradually became apparent, through 
invited upon priced bills of quantities and sions into other fields of applied art— a.p. 1150, when the main characteristic 
then, having received tenders, the Ministry c.g., silversmiths’ work, clocks, tapestry, of medieval architecture was developed in 
were suggesting that the prices were too tradesmen’s cards, carpets, and even book- the constructional use of the pointed arch. 
high and a fresh set of tenders was invited binding—in which architectural forms During the next hundred. years the 


from additional firms and sometimes with influenced design; nowhere is this more monastic revival, brought about by the, 


some of the original tenderers included apparent than in the furniture designed Cistercian Order, made full use of this 
again. This was happening in various by Robert Adam. new architecture with buildings typical 
parts of the country, and the attention “The author supplies us with all the of the monastic ideal in its aloofness and 
of the National Federation was at ofce wealth of allusion, often irrelevant, which austerity. From 1250 to 1330 decoration 
called to the matter and discussions were we confidently expect of him. At the out- was used in profusion, a period brought 
opened with the Ministry. On the first set he claims with cheerful optimism that to a close by the Black Death; from 1350 
point the Ministry-made it clear that they English people to-day are more interested to 1550 the parish church assumed the 
regarded the use of priced bills as an in their old buildings than ever before! premier position. From 1150 to 1550 the 
emergency expedient, but as a matter of His original and penetrating chapter on evolution of architectural design was 
policy they were not in favour of this Inigo Jones includes the opinion that the fairly constant, although those parts of 
practice, and it is understood that this Banqueting House in Whitehall is ‘“‘the the country farthest from the centres of 
will now therefore cease. The discussion most beautiful building in London.’”’ He progress lagged behind. : ‘ 

upon the second point was rather more divides the works of Wren into “brick”? | This is the background against which 
difficult. The Ministry, as a matter of and ‘“‘non-brick’’; and does not consider Mr. Crossley works, and it is one which 
principle, were not prepared to bind them- that Wren was much moved by Dutch will commend itself as a change from the 
selves to accept the lowest tender, what- influence. He condemns Verrio’s ceiling- usual division into the ‘‘ water-tight com- 
ever the figure, and having received painting, but extols Thornhill’s; and con- partments of styles.” After the introduc- 
tenders which they thought suitable, they fesses to a‘ youthful and overpowering tory statement, which also gives recom- 
had to look upon tenders for the same enthusiasm for Tiepolo. He calmly cites mendations as to how the faults of 


kind of work in other districts in relation 
to the tenders already received. It has to 
be admitted that there has been an unfor- 








‘‘ restoration ’’ are to be avoided, the 
various parts of the church structure are 
considered in detail. The design of 


tunate tendency on the part) of some towers, with all the variations of material, 

firms to submit tenders at an extremely shape and construction, resulting in dis- 

low and possibly even an uneconomic M tinctive groups brought about by local 
jh : 7 


price, in — to oe work which those conditions, is followed by a section of 
firms may think will give them the oppor- * facades. Windows, doorways and porches, 
tunity of building up a labour force, so pace myn See oe mouldings and abutments are grouped 





that they might be in a better position to 
extend their activities as housing work 
develops. Such action is, taking the long 
view, definitely unfair to the vast bulk 
of the industry who are prepared to put 
their backs into the work that lies ahard 
of us, asking only for a fair return and 
not an exorbitant profit for the work. 
Uneconomic prices will not assist the 
industry or the country in carrying 
through the house-building programme, 
and such action has placed our nego- 
tiators’ in rather a difficult position. The 
practice being followed by the Ministry 
is most objectionable, but in the light 
of the facts as they exist the Ministry 
admittedly have a strong case. The whole 
subject has been fully debated by the 
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together as to design under the head- 
ing External Architectural Detail. The 
inner treatment of main walls, with 
arcades, piers, triforiums and clerestoreys 
precedes the section on The Protection 
from the Elements, which deals with 
roofing in timber and vaulting in stone. 
There is a section on Church Planning, 
and the book concludes with the Organi- 
sation of Medieval Building, a subject 
that will be new to many. 

The book is copiously illustrated with 
photographs of the usual high order that 
one has come to expect from Batsford’s 
books. If the book has any fault it is that 
at times it tends to become a catalogue 
of unillustrated examples; but that, too, 
will have its advantage in the right hands. 


National Council, and further negotiations BRITANMIC WORKS - LONDON, 8.W.18 in suggesting suitable examples for fet 
: A. B. W. 


are proceeding. 


"Phone: WIM bieden 8080 (5 lines). Cables: Aldamillo, London. 
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HONORARY OFFICERS. 

At the first meeting of the Council of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects 
for the session 1945-46, held on July 3, 
the following Honorary Officers were 
appointed :— 

Vice-Presipents.—Mr. J. Murray 
Easton, Mr. T. Cecil Howitt, D.S.O. 
(Nottingham); Mr. L. H. Keay, 0.B.E., 
M. Arch. (Liverpool) gir owtd. 3 and Mr. 
A. Leonard Roberts (Chairman of the 


Allied Societies’ Conference) (Win- 
chester). 

Honorary SecretaRy.—Mr. Michael 
Waterhouse, M.C., B.A.(Oxon). 
Honorary TREASURER.—Mr. John L. 


Denman, J.P. (Brighton). 

A list of the freely elected members of 
the new Council was published in our 
issue for June 22. 


NOTES FROM MINUTES. 

Birthday Honours List.—The Council’s 
congratulations have been conveyed to the 
following, who were included in the 
Birthday Honours List :— 

ee C.V.O. : Sir Eric MacLagan, C.B.E., 

*.8.A.(Hon. A. ). 

Knight Bachelor : Henry T. Holloway, 
Members of Joint Contracts Tribunal. 

C.B. (Civil) : I. F. Armer, M.C., Prin- 
cipal Assistant Secretary, Ministry of 
Health. 

C.B.E. (Mil.) : Brigadier A. R. B. Cox 
(Member of Western Australian Chapter, 
R.A.I.A.). 

C.B.E. (Civil) : D. M. Matheson, Secre- 
tary, National Trust. 

Be Det 
J. W. att 


0.B.E. (Mil.): Lt.-Col. 
Capt. 
M.C. (A.); A. H. Adamson, Member of 
Joint Contracts Tribunal ; ‘Alderman z. 
Jenkins (F.); Cecil Kennard, F.S.I. (F.); 
and Rupert Medcalf (F. 

M.B.E. (Mil.) : Major. G. C. Fardell, 
R.E. (A.); Major P. H. Knigliton, R.E. 
(A.); and Major J. H. Sturgeon, R.E. (A.). 

M.B.E, (Civil) : Frederick Barber (F.) ; 
William Theodore Jackson (A.); Wallace 
George Lofthouse (A.); and H. C. H. 
Monson (F.). 


MEMBERSHIP. 
On May 1, June 19 and July 3 the 
following ‘members were elected :— 
May 1. 


As Fettow (1) (Overseas): R. H. Macartney 
(Nicosia, Cyprus). As Associate (1) Covnat: 
A. D. Age (Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia) 

June 19. 


As Fetiows (5): Johnson Blackett (Newport); 
Denis Poulton, Dip.Arch. (Liverpool) (London) ; 


, Mathews, R.E. (A.). 


O.B.E. (Civil) : 


L. C. Powell (Chesham, Bucks); W. H. Price 
(Bristol); T. Burd ( fenton, 

As ASSOCIATES i P. Astins (Bath, Somer- 
set) ; V. Bland No som, Surrey) ; A. 


Bransgrove (Whitton, Middlesex) ; N. R. Branson 
(Brewood, Staffs) ; Carlin (Sutton, Co. 
‘W. M. Carter (Kingston-on-Thames) ; 
Christy, B.Arch.(Liverpool) (East Mole- 
sey); H. V. Crow (Carshalton, Surre 5 (ais) 
B. M. Dixon (Brooklands, Cheshire 
Eastaugh grag (Miss) T. H, Rinici 
(Rotherham); A. Garlick (London); J. A. God- 
frey (London); F. A. Gotelee (Chepstow, es) 
A. F. Hare (London) ; J. Higgin, Dip.Are 
(Liverpool) (Preston) ; T. M. Jones Bury 
Lanes); N. G. es ae (Southsea, Hants) ; 
King (London); Se (Enfield, Mtiale: 


sex ike Ses o, oie une, B. Arch. (Dublin); 
ms MeNight Belfast): & . McRobie (Abeetere) 
iE R. Moore (Stock om ooeg F G. 
ne Are (Birming am) (Mrs.) H. 8. Pear- 
son, Arch.(Lo London); R. J. a yth 
(London) ; K. Ste cae (Birmingham); W. 
Talbot Uri tfield: Herts); R. Thompson Vehet. 
field); J. G. ikinson *B-Arch. (Live: ), 


AMDP.L. (Bath); T. Williams No wae ord) 
B. Wilson Shortlands) K. Wri (Man. 
ey L Wright (Bristol). a... 
A. N. Baldwinson (Victoria, ‘Austealia} W. 
Lee (Melbourne). 
As LICENTIATES (5) : ys. 
(Wallasey); D. P. % (Edinburgh) ; 
Burgess (London); R. J. Casse Yondon); 


Terence 
> 
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Frankland ees Clitheroe); ©. W. Glendinning 
(London) ; . - Hartwell (relverhamy ton) ; 
Rk. F. A. Judge (Lincoln); R. K. Kinton be 
i ; BR. Penn (Nottingham) 
-M. (Landon) 


J. ¥. Sargent, Di teven- 
son) Laggan J. E. Thomas denis 
Carm); R. Thorne (Lieut.-Commander, R.N.V.R.) 


(Poole); H. Williams (London). 
Juty 3. 

As Fellow (Overseas).—S. Lipson (Sydney, New 
South Wales). 

As Associale (Deorsoes). —Miss M. K. Findlay 
(Hobart on ae og R. Laurie (Sydney, New 
South Wales); E Manne. B.Arch. (Rand) 
(Johannesburg). 

EXAMINATIONS: DATES. 

Intermediate Examination.—November 
9, 10, 12, 13 and 15, 1945. (Last day for 
receiving ’ applications, September 29, 1945.) 
May 24, 25, 27, 28 and 30, 1946. (Applica- 
tions, March 27, 1946.) November 8, 9, 
11, 12 and 14, 1946. (Applications, Sep- 
tember 23, 1946. ) 

Final Examination.—December 5, 6, 7, 
8, 10, 11 and 13, 1945. (Applications, Octo- 
ber 27, 1945.) July 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 
11, 1946. (Reiieatons, May 23, 1946. ) 
December 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 12, 1946. 
(Applications, October 23, 1946.) 

Special Final Examination.—December 
5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11 and 12, 1945. eet 
tions, October 27, 1945.) July 3, 4, 5, 

8, 9 and 11, 1946. (Applications, May 2 
1946.) December 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 and 12, 
1946. (Applications, October 23, 1946. ) 

Examination of Licentiates to qualify 
for candidature as Fellows.—December 5, 
6, 7, 8 and 10, 1945. (Applications, Octo- 
ber 13, 1945.) July 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8, 1946. 
Applications, May 10, 1946.) December 
4, 5, 6, 7 and Q, 1946. (Applications, 
October 10, 1946.) 

Examination for Building Surveyors.— 
May 1, 2 and 3, 1946. (Applications, 
March 15, 1946.) October 9, 10 and 11, 
1946. (Applications, August 28, 1846.) 


R-A-LISTER & CO.LTD| 


DURSLEY GLOS ; 
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THE LATE H. V. ASHLEY, 


F.R.1.B.A. 
AN APPRECIATION. 
From A CORRESPONDENT. 

Tue sudden death of Mr. Henry V. 
Ashley, after a very short illness, has 
come as a shock to his many friends in the 
architectural profession and to the large 
number to whom he was a well-known 
figure in the world of Masonry. With his 
partner, Mr. F. Winton Newman, he was 
responsible for a large number of impor- 
tant buildings, of which the best known 
is the great Masonic Peace Memorial in 
Great Queen-street. He had been in prac- 
tice for not less than 49 years, and his 
principal works included the Council 
House Extension and Art Galleries at 
Birmingham, the French Bank in Lon- 
don, the Glyn Mills Bank in Oxford, the 
Technical College and Colleges af Art and 
Commerce at Birmingham, the Technical 
College at Cheltenham, and many impor- 
tant hospitals in various parts of the 
country. He had made a speciality of 
housing schemes, and in fact there were 
few types of building in which he had not 
made his mark. His pre-eminent ability 
as a practical planner was responsible for 
his many successes in competition. 

He had been for many years one of the 
best-known figures in the architectural 
world, and his work for the R.I.B.A. was 
very near to his heart. His long service 
on the R.1I.B.A. Council culminated in the 
vice-presidency, which he held in 1929-31. 
He had worked on a great variety of com- 
mittees, and perhaps his favourite fields 
of activity were the Practice Committee 
and the Competitions Committee. He 
never grudged his time and energy in any 
work which he undertook. Ashley was a 
striking figure in any company. Looking 
like a Lord Chief Justice, he never left 
any doubt as to the definite character of 
his views on any subject under discussion. 
Emphatic, decisive, and quite fearless, he 
could not be ignored in any gathering in 
which he took part. His vast practical ex- 
perience supplied a solid backing in any 
cause which he took up. As a designer he 
was “‘old fashioned’ in the sense that he 
knew what he liked, and saw no reason 
for changing his methods under the influ- 
ence of any wave of fashion. The lines 
of his development were fixed many years 
ago, and he stuck to them firmly and 
without apology. The open competitions 
of the years in front of us will no doubt 
see great changes in the types of design 
which will find favour, and the work of 
Ashley and most of his contemporaries 
will appear out of date as it will certainly 
be out of fashion. But honest and com- 
petent design based on efficient planning 
will always deserve respect, even if it 
does not inspire imitation. 


Mr. Ashley died at ioe Gardens, 
Hampstead, on July 29. Born in 1872, 
the youngest son of John Ashley, Henry 
Vincent Ashley was educated at Merchant 
Taylors’ School, and was articled to 
William Dunn, F.R.I.B.A. After also 
studying at Oxford and Cambridge, and 
in France, he began to practise in 1896, 
and since 1907 had been in partnership 
with Mr. Winton Newman. 

Town Planning at Winchester. 

Wincuester City Council has — 
Professor Sir Patrick Abercrombie, M.A 
F.R.I.B.A., P-P.T.P.I., at a fee of 500 
guineas, to advise them upon schemes for 
the future treatment of the city adminis- 
trative area composed of the Colebrook- 
street area and that of the Dean and 
Chapter for the Cathedral area. 
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CODES OF PRACTICE AND 
BRITISH STANDARDS 


Tue Codes of Practice Committee published 
last week the following draft Codes for com- 
ment (price 2s. each net) :— 

Code 2.2.—Internal plastering (CP /B. 481) 

dealing with the various materials and the 
technique of internal plaster finishes on all 
types of normal backgrounds. 
Code 2.21.—Preparation of surfaces to receive 
plaster (CP/B. 482) dealing with building 
surfaces as backgrounds for plastering, i.e., 
solid backgrounds, lathing, boards and slabs. 

Code 2.22.—Lime plastering (CP/B. 483) 
dealing with the use of non-hydraulic, semi- 
hydraulic and magnesian limes for backing 
and finishing coats, hydraulic and quick- 
hardening limes for backing coats, and gauged 
lime plaster-finishing coats in conjunction with 
various backing coats. 

Code 2.24.—Cement finishes (CP/B. 484) 
dealing with the use of Portland cement and 
Portland blast furnace cement/sand and 
cement /lime /sand mixes for interior finishes. 


The series covers only the type of plastering 
and plastering materials normally used in 
domestic and school building and does not 
deal with special types such as acoustic, barium 
sulphate, anti-condensation, or fibrous plasters. 
It will, however, shortly be followed by a fifth 
code (Code 2.23) dealing with calc1um sulphate 
plastering. 

Special importance attaches to these four 
Draft Codes by virtue of the fact that they are 
the first Codes to come from the Committee 
eonvened by the Royal. Institute of British 
Architects and serviced by the Ministry of 
Works and the Building Research Station. 
They are the first of the important series of 
Codes dealing with internal finishings, and 
they will be followed by Codes covering finishes 
to floors and stairs, and wall finishes other 
than plaster and decorations. Altogether, 
the R.I.B.A. has undertaken the preparation 
of some 150 Codes, covering such matters as 
external walling, roof coverings and finishes to 
floors, stairs, walls and ceilings. 

The four Codes now published will bring the 
total number of published draft Codes up to 21. 
The first to be published (on March 14, 1943) 
was a War Emergency Code on the Protection 
of Structures — lightning. The first 
chapter of the Code of Functional Require- 
ments of Buildings to be issued for comment 
was Chapter V.—Loading. This was cir- 
culated on September 8, 1943, and was finally 
published, after revision as a result of the 
comments received, in November, 1944. It 
is the only Code so far which has been finally 
published as an agreed Code. 

The procedure Jaid down for British Standard 
Codes of Practice requires that each Code shall 
be circulated as a draft to a wide range of 
technical and professional bodies, and special 
care is taken to obtain the views of the crafts- 
man or the operative on the practical value 
of the Code. This comment period is for 40 
days, and the Committee considers it a most 
ee step in the production of a Code, 
and one which it is hoped will help to gain for 
mee yp general acceptance from the technical 

ublic. 

. Circulation of the Codes abroad to organisa- 
tions such as the National Research Council of 
Canada, the National Housing Agency, U.S.A., 
the American Standards Association, etc., has 
often resulted in interesting comments and 
a valuable interchange of information. Chap- 
ter I. (A.)}—Daylight, in particular, produced 
a good range of comments from abroad. The 
U.S.A. National Housing Agency sent a copy 
of their own draft of the American Standard 
Building Code Requirements for Light and 
Ventilation, which furnished an _ excellent 
opportunity for comparison of the different 
standards and building experience of the two 
countries. 

As a result of the groundwork of the last two 
years, a regular flow of Codes may now be 
expected to appear for comment. 


STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS. 


The British Standards Institution have 
recently published a supplement to B.S. Hand- 
book No. 3. This supplement and the original 
Handbook taken together cover 228 British 
Standards for Materials and Components used 
in housing and other building. 
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At the same time, as the Ministry of Works 
sponsored the formation of the Codes of Practice 
ommittee (in September, 1942), it set up a 
Committee under the chairmanship of Mr. 
Sydney Tatchel], F.R.I.B.A., to study the 
application of standards in building with the 
particular object of ensuring economical use 
of materials in the post-war period with, 
wherever possible, improved quality and —: 
It was as a result of recommendations made by 
this Committee that the British Standards 
Institution was invited by the Ministry of 
Works to undertake the systematic review of 
existing British Standards and the preparation 


of new Standards to fill gaps in the ex.sting’ 


series. 
The first published indication of the new 
and comprehensive series of British Standards 
for Housing was given in the only published 
report of the Standards Committee, entitled 
“The Use of Standards in Building.” Ap- 
ndix L. of the Housing Manual, published 
y the Ministres of Health and Works in 
November, 1944, gave a hst of the British 
Standards for Building Materials and com- 
ponents then existing and under revision and 
all new Standards in preparation. Practically 
the whole of the new and revised Standards 
forecast in the Housing Manual have now been 
formulated and issued by the British Standards 
Institution, and summaries will be found either 
in Handbook No. 3 or in the Supplement. 
Handbook No. 3, which was published in 
December, 1944, contained summaries of 164 
British Standards for Building Materials and 
Components. Of this total the following 18 
Standards in the Handbook are now out of 
date and the revised Standards are summarised 
in the Supplement :— 
Page 
43 402: 
44 405: 
45 416: 


1930 
1930 
1935 


Clay or marl plain roofing tiles. 
Expanded metal (steel). 

Cast-iron spigot and socket svil, 
waste, ventilating and heavy rain- 
water pipes. 

Cast-iron spigot and socket light 
rainwater pipes (cylindrical). 
Cast-iron airbricks and gratings (for 
use in brickwork). 

Drain lead traps. 

Concrete interlocking roofing tiles. 
Cement concrete cylindrical pipes 
and tubes (not reinforced). 
Asbestos cement spigot and socket 
flue pipes and fittings for gas-fired 
appliances, dimensions and work- 
manship of. 

Light gauge copper tubes. 

Welsh roofing slates. 

Domestic hot water supply boilers 
burning solid fuel. 


63 460: 1932 
70 493: 
73 504: 
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Page 
182 835: 1939 Asbestos cement flue pipes and 
fittings (heavy quality) for domestic 


heating stoves 


191 864: 1939 Capillary joints for copper tubes 
(internal dimensions of sockets). 

195 882: 1940 Natural aggregates up to 1} in. 
nominal maximum size for concrete 
for structural purposes including 
roads. 

222 990: 1941 Metal windows and doors. 


227 1010: 1942 Bib, pillar, globe and stop taps 

from } in. to 2 in. size and ball taps. 

246 1125: 1943 Flushing cisterns for water closets. 

The last three (990, 1010 and 1125) were War 
Emergency Standards. 


‘~The Supplement also contains additions to 


the Standards appearing on the following 
pages of the Handbook :— 


age. 
65 473 
270 1142 


295 1189 
296 1190 


Concrete plain roofing tiles, Part 2: Tile 
fittings. 


Fibre building board. Addendum: 
me retardent boards. 

Cast-iron baths. Part 2: Bath panels. 

Clay blocks: Section B. Part 2: Clay 

blocks for floors and roofs. 

Owners of copies of Handbook No. 3 are 
advised at once to mark the pages in their 
copies wherever a Standard is superseded or 
expanded. 

Supplement to Handbook No. 3 also con- 
tains summaries of 64 new Standards, making 
a total of 228. Additional Standards will be 
published, and existing Standards revised, as 
circumstances may require. 

Copies of British Standard Codes, Draft 
Codes and British Standards and of the Supple- 
ment mentioned above (the pace of which is 
7s. 6d., post free) may be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution, 28, Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1. 


OBITUARY 


T. H. B. Scott, F.R.1.B.A. 

Mr. Thomas H. Birchall Scott, who 
died on July 14 at Brentwood, at the age 
of 73, was Surveyor to Westminster and 
Brentwood Diocesan Trustees and Archi- 
tect to St. Andrew’s Hospital, Dollis Hill, 
He also designed several churches and 
schools in Wales and in Portsmouth. He 
was President for three years of the 
Essex, Cambs and Herts Society of Archi- 
tects, and had been president of the Royal 
Photographic Society. He helped to found 
the Guild of Catholic Artists and Crafts- 
men. He wag a Chevalier of the Order of 
Leopold II. 


Sir Francis Cowlin. 

As we recorded briefly in our last issue, 
the death has occurred, at the age of 76, 
of Sir Francis Nicholas Cowlin, a former 
Sheriff of Bristol, and chairman and 
managing director of the well-known firm 
of Bristol builders, Messrs. Cowlin and 
Son, Ltd. The son of William Henry 
Cowlin, he was born in 1868. He was 
educated privately and at the University 
College, Bristol. He was a man of many 
and wide interests and devoted much of 
his time to public service, in recognition 
of which he was knighted in 1935. He was 
a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, and 
outstanding among his activities was the 
chairmanship of the Royal West of 
England Academy. 


W. B. Richards. 

We regret to announce the death, on 
Friday, July 27, of Mr. W. B. Richards, 
director and general manager of Messrs. 
Keith Blackman, Ltd., in his 69th year. 
Mr. Richards joined the company in 1892, 
was elected to the board in 1929 and ap 
pointed goers manager in 1941. He will 
be greatly missed by his co-directors and 
colleagues as well as by a very large circle 
of friends in the business world. 

Consequent u the death of Mr. 
Richards, the following appointments have 
been made: Mr. D. 8. Woodle technical 
manager and chief engineer; Mr. D. M. 
Brown, commercial manager. 
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LAW REPORTS 
MINISTER OF HEALTH’S DECISION 
CHALLENGED. 

The King v. The Minister of Health. 
Hic Court or Justice.—Kine’s Brncu 

Drvistonat Court. 

By Justices Humpnreys and OLIvER. 

In this matter the Court upheld an 
authorisation given to the Mitcham 
Borough Council by the Minister of Health 
to take possession of akout 75 acres of 
Pollards Hill Golf Links for the erection 
of temporary houses. 

The owners of the land, Streatham Pro- 
perty ‘Investment, Ltd., sought an order 
a certiorari to quash the jurisdiction of the 
Minister on the ground that it was made 
without jurisdiction under the Housing 
(Temporary Accommodation) Act, 1944. 

It was argued on their behalf that as 
soon as it became apparent, at a local 
public inquiry into the matter, that the 
Council intended to ase part of the land 
for the erection of permanent houses, the 
power of the Minister to give the author- 
isation ceased, since the Act only gave 
him jurisdiction where the land was to 
be used for the erection of temporary struc- 
tures. 

Mr. Justice Humphreys, in giving judg- 
ment, said the authorisation stated that 
it was for the acquisition of land for the 
erection of temporary houses, and was in 
the form required by the Act. The whole 
matter was a mare’s nest arising out of a 
mistaken statement made by a member of 
the Council at the public inquiry that part 
of the land would be used for the erection 
of permanent houses. There was jurisdic- 
tion here by the Minister, and the applica- 
tion for a certiorari was dismissed with 
costs. 

Mr. Justice Oliver agreed. 


DRAINAGE RATE DISPUTE. 
Court oF APPEAL. 
Before Lorps Justices Scott, MAcKINNON 
and Morton. 


Alford Drainage Board v. Mablethorpe 
and Sutton Gas Co., Ltd. 

In this case the defendants, the Mable- 
thorpe and Sutton Gas Co. Ltd., 
appealed from the judgment of a Divi- 
sional Court of King’s Bench refusing to 
order the respondents, the Alford Drain- 
age Board, to make a new valuation on 
the appellants for the purpose of the 
assessment of the drainage rate. 

The respondent Board was formed in 
1937 under the Land Drainage Act, 1930, 
and in 1937 the appellants were assessed 
by the Board for drainage rate purposes 
at an annual value of £362, and from that 
time to the present no change had been 
made in the assessment. 

The appellants now asked that the 
Board should make a new assessment 
upon the ground that the appellants’ busi- 
ness had fallen off owing to evacuation, 
war damage and change in circumstances, 
but, as before stated. the Board declined 
to do this, and the Divisional Court up- 
holding the Board’s decision, the Gas Co. 
now appealed, contending that it was the 
duty of the Board to make a fresh assess- 
ment every year. 

It was stated that the local Rating 
Authority had reduced the appellants’ 
assessment from £385 to £125 a year. As 
the Board had applied for a distress 
warrant for the purpose of enabling them 
to distrain on the appellants for the 
arrears of the drainage rate due to June, 
1944, the present proceedings*were taken 
by the appellants to have their assessment 
reduced. 

At the conclusion of the arguments on 
behalf of the appellants, and without call- 
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ing upon counsel for the respondent 
Board, the Lords Justices dismissed the 
appeal upon the ground that the case and 
the question involved were exactly 
covered by the recent decision of the 
Court of Appeal in the case of the ‘‘ Port 
of London Authority and Essex Rivers 
Catchment Board.” 

The appeal was accordingly dismissed 
with costa. 

Leave was granted to the appellants to 
appeal from the judgment of the Court to 
the House of Lords, Lord Justice Scott 
stating that in his opinion it was desir- 
able that the case should be taken there. 

Mr. F. A. Sellers, K.C., and Mr. 
Robert Fortune appeared for the appel- 
lants, and Mr. G. D. Squibb for the 
respondent Board. 


RENT RESTRICTION ACTS AND 
DEFINITION OF ‘“‘ LANDLORD.” 
CourRT OF APPEAL. 
Lorps Justices Scott, MacKINNON AND 
LAWRENCE. ~ 


Epps v. Rothnie. 

This case which came before the Court 
on the Appeal of the defendant, Mr. 
Rothnie, from the judgment of Judge 
Hurst, sitting at Bromley County Court, 
raised the question as to the proper defini- 
tion of the word “ Landlord” in Schedule 
I, paragraph (h) of the Rent and Mort- 
gage Interest Restrictions (Amendment) 
Act, 1933, and whether in the events that 
had happened the plaintiff, Mr. Epps, 
was entitled to recover possession of a 
dwelling-house which he had purchased 
after the statutory date and thus became 
the ‘‘ owner ’’? 

Schedule I of the Act of-1933 gives the 
Court power to order the recovery of 
possession when it considers it reasonable 
so to do and under paragraph (h) if it 
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finds that the dwelling-house is reason- 
ably required by the landlord (he not 
being a.person who has. become landlord 
by purchasing the dwelling-house or any 
interest therein, after the statutory date) 
for occupation as a residence for himself. 
The defendant contended that Mr. Epps 
became landl by purchasing the house 
after the statutory date and that in these 
circumstances paragraph (h) of ScheduleI 
did not apply, and while the County Court 
judge agreed that Mr. Epps had ome 
the purchaser after the statutory date, but 
as at that time the dwelling-house was 
then empty he did not become landlord 
by purchasing the property, but only 
by virtue of his subsequent act of 
letting the house for the first time to Mr. 
Rothnie, the defendant. In these cir- 
cumstances the County Court judge held 
that a man was only a “ landlord ” where 
there was also a tenant, and that as para- 
aph (h) did not except a landlord who 
ecame an “owner” by nee but 
only one who became a “landlord” by 
purchase, he (the judge) decided that 
paragraph (h) did apply and that Mr. 
Epps, the landlord, was entitled to 
possession of the dwelling-house. 
From this result the defendant now 


appealed. 
The appeal was dismissed, the Lords 
Justices unanimously affirming the 


decision of the County Court judge that 
paragraph (h) of the Schedule did apply 
and that Mr. Epps was entitled to 
possession of the house in question. 

The appeal was accordingly dismissed 
with costs. 


DUTY OF LOCAL AUTHORITY TO 
PREVENT AIR-RAID SHELTER BEING 
PUBLIC DANGER. 

Court oF APPEAL. 

Before the Master or tHe Rotis, Lorp 
Justice MacKinnon, and Mr. Justice 
Urawart. 

Fisher v. Ruislip-Northwood Urban 

District Council. 

This case, which came before the Court 
on the appeal of the plaintiff from the 
judgment of Mr. Justice Macnaghten in 
the King’s Bench Division, raised the 
question whether the defendants, the 
Ruislip-Northwood Urban District Council, 
were liable for an accident which resulted 
from a motor-car driven and owned by the 
pest coming into collision with an un- 
ighted surface air-raid shelter during 
darkness on July 21, 1942, such shelter 
being in the defendant authority’s area. 

Mr, Justice Macnaghten decided that , 
there was no duty imposed on the de- 
fendants either at. common law or by any 
statute to light the shelter, in the circum- 
stances, and gave judgment for them, and 
from this result the plaintiff now appealed 
on the ground that the defendants had 
not taken reasonable steps to prevent the 
shelter from becoming a public danger. 

The Court allowed the appeal. 

The Master of the Rolls, in giving judg- 
ment, said that the duty imposed on the 
defendants was not to light the shelter 
unless that, in the circumstances, was the 
only effective precaution, but to take all 
reasonable steps to prevent the obstruction 
of the shelter becoming a public danger. 
That the defendants had not done, and 
therefore had not discharged that duty. 

The appeal must be allowed, and judg- 
ment entered for the plaintiff for £199 6s., 
the damages which had been agreed should 
the question of liability be determined 
against the defendants on the appeal. 

The other members of the Court con- 
curred. 


‘* Bombed Churches as War Memorials.” 

The price of the above book, reviewed 
in our issue for July 27, should have been 
given as 3s. 6d. ~ 








LABOUR FOR BUILDERS 


M.O.W. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS. 


Many questions are being asked with 
regard to the release of building labour 
from the Forces. Following are a num- 
ber which have been put to the Ministry 
of Works, together with the official 
answers :— 


1. Has the builder who applies to get 

his men back from civilian war work a 
reasonable expectation of securing their 
release provided they are willing to 
transfer back to him? Yes, subject to 
the need for filling the highest priority 
vacancies. 
_ 2, Can a builder expect to get his men 
irrespective of the work he is doing, or 
will he get civilian labour only if his 
work is of high priority? It wul gener- 
ally be necessary to take account of 
the work the employer is doing, particu- 
larly where there are vacancies to be 
filled on work of high priority. 

3. How many men are being released 
under Class A? 750,000 will be demo- 
bilised altogether by the end of this 
year, of which about a tenth will be 
of the building and civil engineering 
industry. 

4. Are men released under Class A free 
to choose their employer during the time 
of their two months’ leave? Yes, 

£ If they have not found employment 
within that two months, do they become 
subject to control of their employment 
like the rest of civilians? Yes. 


6. How many men will be released 
under Class B? With the first million 
men demobilised there will be 100,000 
released, of-which 60,000 will be building 
trade workers and 10,000 building 
trade materials workers. 

7. What categories of men are bein 
released under Class B? Craftsmen an 
other skilled men. 


8. Will men released under the block 
release scheme Class B be directed to 
their former employers, provided these 
are on the register of building firms, 
irrespective of the class of work they 
are doing?, No. 

9. Will Class B- block releases be 
directed to priority work irrespective of 
their previous employer? Yes. 


10. If their previous employer is en- 
gaged on buil ing work of high priority 
will he be given the first preference when 
his former employees are being directed 
under Class B? Yes, as far as possible, 
provided the employer is engaged on 
work of sufficient priority in connection 
with the housing programme. 

11. If an employer is not engaged on 
— building work, will he . de- 
barred from getting men who have been 
released under Class B, either his own 
former employees or others? Yes. 


12. Is it true that men under Class B 
lose their gratuity? No. 

13. Is it true that meg in Class B 
forfeit their 8 weeks’ leave with pay? 
They get 3 weeks instead of 8 weeks. 

14. What is the position regarding the 
right of reinstatement in his old job of 
a man released under Class B? The 
man’s right to reinstatement is preserved 
so long as he continues to perform the 
work for which he was released from the 
Forces under Class B. 

15. What constitutes priority building 
work sufficient to qualify for men re- 
leased from munitions, or from the 
Forces under Class B? It is not pos- 
sible to give specific definitions of 
priority work, which may change from 
time to time. But the,main objective of 
the Class B releases is to promote hous- 
ing in all its forms. 


16. How can the small or medium 


builder secure building contracts of a 
sufficiently high priority to get his men 
back when, at the time of tendering for 
the job, he has not got the men to 
carry it out and can have no guarantee 
of getting them? An individual firm will 
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have to build up its labour force gradu- 
ally over a period, just as the building 
industry has rebuilt over a period. The 
Control of Engagement Order does not 
apply to men over 50 or under 18, or to 
those demobilised under Class A. There 
is consequently a considerable force of 
labour in no way tied, Firms will be 
wise to take contracts within the capacity 
of the labour force they have or can 
reasonably hope to obtain. 


NEWS ITEMS 


Codes of Practice. 

Copies of draft Codes Nos. 3.4234 (“‘ Gas 
Cooking Installations for Single Family 
Dwellings’) and 3,4235 (“‘ Installation of 
Gas Operated Regrigerators””) have been 
issued from the British Standards Insti- 
tution, 26, Victoria-street, London, 8.W.1 
(price 1s., post free). 


A B.E.M. Award. 

Mr. A. Ware, foreman in the employ of 
Messrs. S. W. Farmer and Son, Ltd., of 
Lewisham, has been awarded the British 
Empire Medal (Civil Division). The com- 
pany has been engaged on extensive 
bridging contracts for the Ministry of 
Supply during the war period. 


L.M.B.A. Prizes for Craftsmen. 

In order to pest 7 craftsmanship, 
the London Master Builders’ Association 
has sent a donation of five guineas to the 
City and Guilds of London Institute. 
This goes to provide prizes to candidates 
obtaining the highest number of marks 
for practical tests in the final examina- 
tion of the City and Guilds Institute in 
painters’ and decorators’ work. 


Town and Country Planning Summer 

School. 

The Town and Country Planning Sum- 
mer School is to be held at Bristol from 
September 18 to 25. The University have 
put the whole of their residential facillt- 
ties at the disposal of the school, and the 
corporation have granted lecture rooms 
and exhibition space in the Museum and 
Art Gallery which immediately adjoin the 
University. A very full programme of 
lectures and _ discussions as been 
arranged. The organising arrangements 
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are in the hands of Mr. L. F. I. Wolters, 
A.M.T.P.I., as Honorary Hospitality 
min mgt 75, Westfield-road, Edgbaston, 
hirmingham 15, from whom full particu- 
lars may be obtained. 


Business Appointments. 

The directors of Messrs, Keith Black- 
mna, have unanimously elected 
Mr. M. Burningham to be chairman and 
Managing director; Mr. A. L, Ayton, 
FCI. to be secretary, to fill the 
vacancy thus caused; and appointed 
Mr. E. E. Tavener to be the Company’s 
industrial gas engineer. 


“Australian Agencies. 


Messrs. J. M. Robinson and Co., Timber 
and General Merchants, 529-537, Pacific 
Highway, Crows Nest, North Sydney, 
Australia, write: ‘‘ We would appreciate 
any literature on the latest buildin 
methods or home appliances and indee 
would like to take up agencies for any- 
thing offering in these lines.” 


Design of Furniture. 

Mr. R. J. W. Appleton, chairman of the 
School Furniture Industry Post-War Re- 
construction Committee, and Mr. William 
Blewett, general works manager of the 
Educational Supply Association, Ltd., 
have been on a visit to Sweden to inves- 
i the position in regard to a number 
of factors affecting the post-war situation, 
pe er 2 the subjects of trends and de- 
velopments in the construction and 
design of furniture of all kinds, and 
design generally. 


** Stores Control.” 

The efficient contro] of stores and mate- 
rials is essential to the smooth working 
of any manufacturing concern, and the 
system employed by Messrs. Fredk. Braby 
and Co., Ltd., which is set forth in prin- 
ciple in a small booklet having the above 
title, by Mr. W. Nelson Wright, who is 
stores controller at the company’s, works 
in Euston-road, should be of interest and 
value to all firms who peonpne either to 
set up a system or overhaul one already 
in existence, It is published, price 2s. 
net, by Messrs. Richard Madley, Ltd., 64, 
Grafton-way, London, W.1. 


An Ealing Housing Scheme. 

The Ealing Borough Surveyor has re- 
ported on a letter received from Mr. Pratt, 
a resident in the borough, and a director 
of Allnatt, Ltd., offering to build a num- 
ber of houses for the Council on a prime 
cost basis with restricted profits. The 
offer was made with a view to assisting 
the housing shortage locally and the ob- 
taining of statistics, both for the com- 
pany and the council, as to the cost of 

uilding at present-day prices. The coun- 
cil has decided that the Borough Surveyor 
approach the Ministry of Health in order 
- obtain their views on the company’s 
offer. 


Relaxations in Export Licensing Control. 

The Board of Trade have made the 
Export of Goods (Control): (No. 4) Order, 
1945, S.R. and O. 1945, , No. 576, 
which came into force on June 11. 
Copies may be obtained through any 
bookseller or newsagent or direct 
from His Majesty’s Stationery Office, 
Kingsway, London, W.C.2, rice 
6d. The main effect of this Order is to 
cancel all previous Export Control Orders 
and to set out the export licensing posi- 
tion as at June 11. It reduces substanti- 
ally the list of goods requiring export 
licences and removes all the remaining 
countries from the list of territories to 
which the export of all goods is controlled 
by export licensing, so that in future only 
goods pppesting in the First Schedule 
to the Order will require export licences. 
It is not possible to summarise briefly the 
relaxations made by this Order, but 
among the more br ges goods affected 
ate many types of machinery, certain 
metal goods, pottery, asbestos manufac- 
tures, abrasive manufactures and certain 
chemicals. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist JULY, 1945. 


(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot 


be responsible for errors) 
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Nore.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers 
Women’s RaTEs.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for 
to carry out work other than craft 


+ Plus 2d. per working day. 


women 
processes, 


in all Towns and Districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 


on craft processes 
/4 per hour. 


is 1/74 "per hour. Women introduced 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


ROTHESAY.—T.C. to build temporary hous- 
ing scheme at Bush site. 

RUTHERGLEN.—1T.C. to proceed with erec- 
tion ef 30 tenement houses. Hugh Inglis, 
M.Inst.M. & C.E., B.A. & E. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for sonliontions: the name 
and address at the end refer to. the person 
trom whom particulars may be obtain 


BUILDING 
AUGUST 13. 
+Enfield U.D.C.—38 houses at Addison-rd. E. 
and §., 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by September 3. 


AUGUST 1 
t*Friern Barnet U.D. C.—-Rebuilding 44 pairs 
of houses. E. and 8 
AUGUST 16 


Carlisle T.C.—Erection of 7 houses and 2 flats 
at Croft House estate. City 

Liverpool T.C.—Kitchen ana canteen at Alsop 
High School. City A. and Director of Housing. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*;West Ham C.B.—Erection of 18 dwellings 
at Ridgewell-rd. and Sullivan-ave. Thomas E. 
North, Boro. A. and Planning Officer, 100, West 
Ham-la., West Ham, E.15. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 17. 
West Bromwich C.B.—Erection of sub-station 
at Harvills Hawthorn estate. B.S. Dep. £1 1s. 


AUGUST 1 
Gillingham T.S.—2. houses ~ School-ave. and 
3 houses at Fourth-ave. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Petworth R.D.C.—Erection of 6 cottages at 
Hampers Green. F. J. Hodgson, 2, Chertsey- 
st., Guildford. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 20. 

Bethnal Green B.C.—Erection of 18 tenements 
as extension to Digby estate. H. C. Monson 
(F.), Finsbury Pavement House, 120, Moorgate, 
E.C.2. Dep. £5. 

Bethnal Green B.C.—Rebuilding 6 flats and 
execution of certain works to existing buildings 
adjacent aad at Vaughan estate. T.C. 


Dep. £3 3 

Dartford. T.c. ng houses at Prince’s-rd estate. 
T.C. Dep. £2 

Lichfield 7s permanent houses at 
Ponesfields estate. City E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s 


(contractors may tender for small number). 
Worthing T.C.—64 houses on various sites. 


S. Dep. £ 
AUGUST 21. 
Bradford-on-Avon U.D.C.—Conversion of house 
into flats. S., Westbury House. Dep. £1 1s. 


seauer a, 
Plympton St. Mary D.C.—30 permanent 
houses at Pomphlett. gy F Council Offices. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
AUGUST 24. 
Depwade T.C.—36 houses on 4 sites. 
Scott and Sons, 23, Tombland, Norwich. 


A. F. 
Dep. 


£1. 
New Windsor T.C.—32 three-bedroom houses. 
B.E. and §., 16, Alma-rd., Windsor. Dep. £3 3s. 


AUGUST 25. 
Northwich U.D.C.—26 permanent houses at 
Parkfield estate. F. L. James, 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 27. 

Atherstone R.D.C.—32 permanent houses at 
four sites. H. N. Jepson, Midland Bank Chrs., 
Nuneaton. Dep. £3 3s. 

Chester T.C.—16 permanent type brick houses 
at St. Mark’s-rd. City E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Kingswood U.D.C.—50 permanent houses at 
“ Woodyleaze,” Hanbarn and Russell-ave. G. 
Fletcher (L.), Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

eeds T.C.—Erection of 114 houses on three 
estates. R. A Livett, Housing Director, 
Priestley House, Quarry Hill, Leeds 9. Dep. 
3s. 


Wymondham U.D.C.—16 three-bedroom houses 
at Silfield estate. R. O. Bond, Architect, 
Mountergate, Norwich. Dep. 21. 


AUGUST 28. 

Richmond (Surrey).—Re-erection of 4 flats at 
Crofton-terr. and 5 houses at Mead-rd., Ham. 
B.E., Hotham House, Heron Court, Richmond. 
Surrey. Dep. £2 28. 


AUGUST 29. 
Atherton U.D.C.—Repairs and replacements 
to houses at Bolton-rd. and Weston-st. Law 
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and Grimshaw, Bank Chrs., Atherton, nr. Man- 
chester, architects. Dep. £5 5s. 

Bedworth U.D.C,—Erection of 40 -houses at 
Poplar Farm estate. S. J. Oldham, 4, Queen 
Victoria-rd., Coventry... Dep, £1 1s. 

Upper Stour Valley Main Sewerage Board.— 
2 cottages at Whittington House Farm. 4G. 
a Deeley, 13, Church-st., Stourbridge. 


AUGUST 20 

Newcastle-on-Tyne T.0--{1) Rebuilding 2 
houses, Welbeck-rd., Walker; (2) rebuilding 12 
flats, City- rd.; (3) erection of 73 permanent 
houses, Longbenton estate; (4) erection of 60 
permanent houses, Blakelaw estate; (5) erection 
of 130 temporary U.S.A. houses. Blakelaw 
estate; (6) construction of roads and sewers 
for item 5. City A. Dep. £5 5s. 

Oswestry A.D.C.—Completion of 16 partly- 
or houses, Weston Rhyn. O. B. Barnes, 
8S. and E., Council Offices, ep. £2 2s. 

St. Pancras B.C.—Erection of block of nine 
working-class flats at Queen’s-cres. R. C. E. 
Austen, T.C. Dep. £2 2s. Drawings and condi- 
tions of contract a Waggett and Bradford, 25, 
Victoria-st., 8.W.1 


Dep. 


AUGUST 31. 

Hove T.C.—54 houses at The Knoll. _ B.S. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Solihull U.D.C.—53 three-bedroom houses at 
Redlands-rd. E. and 8., 90, Station-rd. Dep. £5. 

*York T.C.—Erection of first floor offices to 
Admission Block at York City “woe Hospital. 
City E. and Architect. , Dep. £ 


SEPTEMBER 1. 

Shoreditch B.C.—Erection of 3 blocks of flats 
at Stonebridge estate, Haggerston. Boro. 
Architect and Surveyor. Dep. £10. 

West Riding Standing Joint Committee.— 
Adaptations at Constabulary Headquarters. 
West Riding Architect, County Hall, Wakefield. 


SEPTEMBER 3. 

Clackmannan C.C.—12 houses at Menstrie 
housing site. N. A. Scorgie, County C., County 
Bldgs., Alloa. Plans seen at office of T. 
Frame and Sons, architects, 43, Mill-st., Alloa, 
on and after August 18. 

Crayford U.D.C.—Rebuilding 19 houses and 
completion of 6 houses on five sites. E. and 8. 
Dep. £2 2s, 

*Wenlock T.C.—22 houses at Dark-la., Brose- 
ley. J. Brian Cooper (f.), 177, Corporation-st., 
Birmingham 4. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 5. 

*Welwyn Garden City U.D.C.—70 houses, 
Housing Scheme No. 11. B. H. Deamer, C., 
Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. Plans seen by 
appointment with C. W. Fox (F.), Council 
Offices, after August 22. 

*Welwyn Garden City U.D.C.—Reconstruction 
of 82 and 84, Guessens-rd. B. H. Deamer, C., 
Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
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SEPTEMBER 6 


Penybont R.D.C.—26 houses at Marlas-rd. 
J.-S. Davies, 8. Dep..£2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 8. 
Staveley U.D.C.—90 brick-built houses at 


Station-rd., Barrow Hill. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tettenhall U.D.C.—30 dwellings at School-rd. 
W. Mason, M.Inst.M.&Cy.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


: SEPTEMBER 17. 

“Brighton C.B.—Erection of houses at East 
Moulscoomb estate: Contract No. 1, 29 houses; 
Contract No. 2, 36 houses. B.E. and §. Dep. 
£2 2s. each contract. e 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
AUGUST 20. 
a Connah’s Quay U.D.C.—Painting 321 houses. 


SEPTEMBER 10. ul 
Leeds 1T.C.—Internal and external painting 
at Killingbeck Infectious Diseases Hospital. 
Superintendent of Works and Buildings, 125, 
Beckett-st. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AUGUST 15. 
Portsmouth T.C.—Roads and sewers. 
No. 2. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 
Weymouth aa Melcombe Regis T.C.—Surface 


dressing. 
AUGUST 18. 

Gillingham T.C.—Reconstruction ig part of 
Watling-st. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 

Penrhyn (Cornwall) T.C.—Roads sn sewers, 
College No. 1 site. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*isie of Ely C.C.—Paving with concrete at 
Hereward School, March. R. D. Robson (A.), 
County A., County Hall, March. 


Contract 


Portland U.D.C.—Roads and sewers. E. and 
8S. Dep. £3 3s. 
Rhy! U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Yaclit 
Farm site. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 20. 
Haslingden T.C.—Roads and sewers, Broad- 
way estate. B.E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 21. 
Bootle C.B.—Roads and sewers at various 
sites. B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
Keynsham U.D.C.—Resurfacing work and 


laying of sewer. etc., at Broadmead-la. §. 


AUGUST 25. ; 
New Mills U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at High- 
field estate. S. Dep. £2 2s 


Pontefract B.C.—Roads and sewers.  B.E. 

Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 27. 

Burnham-on-Crouch U.D.C. — Roads and 
sewers at Orchard-rd. site. E. and 8. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Flint T.C.—Roads and sewers at Chester-rd. 
S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Gosforth U.D.C.—Roads and sewers for 30 
permanent houses. E. and S., Council Offices. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Gravesend T.C.—Roads and sewers. B.E. and 
8S. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 29. 
Ruislip-Northwood U.D.C. — Roads ani 
sewers at Deane housing estate. EE. and &. 
Dep. £3. 
AUGUST 31. 
St. Albans T.C.—Roads and sewers. City E. 
and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 1. 
Berwick-on-Tweed T.C.—Roads and sewers al 
Sheffield-terr., Tweedmouth. B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 3. 


Cwmbran U.D.C.—Roads and sewers for 10 
temporary bungalows. T. J. Price, S. and 
Waterworks E., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. 

Kidsgrove U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Ban- 
bury-st. site. Wood, Goldstraw and Yorath. 
Station-rd., Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments marked* 
are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 


marked +t have been advertised in previous 
issues. 
AUGUST 18. 
*Derby Technical College.—(a) Lecturer in 


Building Construction; (b) Lecturer in Prac- 

tical Brickwork and Allied Subjects. 
t+tHereford R.D.C.—Architect and Surveyor. 
Manchester E.C.—Teacher of Brickwork. 


tNeweastle-under-Lyme T.C.—Clerk of Works. 


AUGUST 20. 
“Battersea B.C.—Temporary Architectural 
Assistants. . 
tBootle C.B. — ‘Temporary Engineering 
Assistant. 
*East Ham C.B.—(1) Architectural Assistant: 
(2) Surveying Assistant; (3) Technical 
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Assistant, Grade D; (4) Technical Assistant, 
Grade C. : 

*Fulham 8.C. — Temporary Architectural 
Assistants. 

*Stockton-on-Tees T.C.—(a) Clerk of Works; 
(b)-dunior Architectural Assistant. 

AUGUST 21, 
“Newton Abbot U.D.C.—Architect in E. and S. 


Office. 
*Southall T.C,—Architectural Assistant. 


“Tottenham 8,.C.—(a) Architectural Assist- 
ants; (b) Building Inspector. 
AUGUST 22. 
*Wallase c.B, — Senior Architectural 
Assistant (Temporary). 


AUGUST 23. : 
t+Rochdale C.B.—'Il'wo ‘Temporary Architectural 
Assistants. , 
“South Shields C.B.—Temporary Architectural 


Assistant. 
AUGUST 24. 
*Bethnal Green 8.C0.—Temporary Assistant 
Building Superintendent. ‘ 
“Malvern U,D,C.—Architectural Assistant. 
*Overseas Employment.—Quantity Surveyor 
for Government. of Tanganyika. 
AUGUST 25. 
tClackmannan C.€.—County Architect. 
+ Croydon ©.B.—Quantity Surveyor. 
*Durham ©.C.—(1) Architectural Assistant, 
Grade “ D”’; (2) Quantity Surveyor’s Assistant, 
Grade “ D.” ‘ 
*Rochdale ©.B.—Tempotaty Assistant Build- 
ing Inspector. pe 


GUST 27, 
Grimsby ©.B:—(a) Quantity Surveyor; (b) 
Clerk of Works. ‘ 
Architectural 


“Nottingham  T.C. ‘— ‘Chief 
Assistant. 
tovenene Employment.—(a). Waterworks and 
Drainage Engineer; (b) General Engineer (for 
Town Planning), both for Govt. of United Pro- 
vinces, India. 
AUGUST 30. _ 
*Lytham St. Annes B.C,—Building Inspector. 
AUGUST 31. 
*Gt. Yarmouth C.B.—Permanent General 
Architectural Assistants. ; 
+Zetland C.C.—County Architect. 
sarresrsun 
t T.C.—Housin: anager. : 
Walthamstow B.C.—(a) Scssistant Architect ; 
(b) ‘Architectural Assistant; (c) Planning 


Assistant; (d) Two Planning Assistants. 


SEPTEMBER 3. 
*Poplar B.C.—Assistant Architect. 


NO DATE. 
“Burton-on-Trent €.0.—Teacher of General 
ilding Subjects. : - 

a avenas “Employment.—Senior Supervisor, 
; . Uganda P.W.D. 
Ct medkes Employment.— Inspector of Works, 
Nigerian P.W.D. 
*The Polytechnic, n 
Part-time (day end —. cepa 
rers in Tow aH 
Nae ee £.¢.—Teacher of Practical 


“Ww. Hai 
and Theoretical Brickwork. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Altrincham.—T.C. approved: Additions to 
“Malt Shovels” hotel, Stamford-st., for I. T. 
& J. Gaskarth, 4, Dunham-rd.; Board of 
Management of Altrincham General Hospital 
propose.new hospital Plans by H. S. Fair- 
hurst & Son (FF.), Chancery-chbrs., 55; Brown- 
st., chester 2. L 

Aahy-devia-Zouch.—Cottage oapitee Board 
of Management propose new hospital. ras 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—T.C. approved additions 
to works for Wridale-Display Studios, Ltd 

Billesdon.—Sherriff & Co., Ltd., Ireton-rd., 
Leicester, propose developing Thurnby Lodge 
estate for housing site. : 

Cheshire.—C.C. propose extensions at Colony, 
for Mentally Defective, at £30,800. 

Chesterfield.—T.C. approved additions to 
works for R.. Hyde & Son, Ltd. . 

Clay Cross.—U.D.C. propose 30 brick houses 
at Stretton-rd. Plans by Harold Taylor, M.C., 
tegal-chbrs., Cavendish-st., Chesterfield. 

Coalville—U.D.C. approved factory off. Cen- 
tral-rd., Hugglescote, for Kimberlin, Brown & 
o., Ltd., Kaybee House, Charles-st., Leicester. 

Dronfield.—M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., 822, Chester- 
field-rd., Woodseats, Sheffield 8, propose develop- 
ment of land at Bowshaw for housing estate. 

Lancashire.—E.C. propose: Reinstatement of 
premises at Warrington-rd. school, Simms 
Cross school and €. of E. school at Widnes; 
dining-room at Leyland Junior school, dining- 
room and kitchen at Farnworth Grammar 
school. 

Leeds.—Timothy White’s and Taylor’s, Ltd., 
propose extensions to premises’ at Burley Hill 
for head offices. ig 

Liverpool.—E.C. propose dining-hall 
kitchen at Alsop High school. 


Regent-st.—Full-time and 
mm ) Studio 


and 
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Macclesfield.—T.C. propose 200 three- and four- 
bedroomed houses, viaus by W. Dodson Chap- 
man & Partners (L.), Pear Tree House, Jordan- 
gate. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved: Additions for D. 
Moseley & Sons, Ltd., flats at Palatine-rd., 
West Didsbury, 8. Birkett (A.), 103, Portland- 
st.; works and storage, Miles Platting, for Lan- 
cashire Tar Distillers, Ltd., Chronicle-bldgs., 
Withy-grove. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved: Additions to 
ra works, Gorton, for J. Johnstone & Co., 

td.,.High-st.; additions to factory, Sharston, 
for H. G. Alleard & Co., Ltd., F. W. Chandler, 
architect, 6, Clifton-dr., St. Annes-on-Sea; addi- 
tions fo works, Clayton, for J. Groves & Co., 

., A. J. Freeman, architect, 33, Barwell-rd., 

Sale, Ches; extensions to works, Cromwell-gr., 
for Lonsdale & Co. (Electric), Ltd., W. H. Tay: 
lor, architect, 1, Brackley-rd., Heaton Chapel, 
eee buildings, Redgate-la., West Gorton, 
M.O.W., 76, Newton-st.;, extensions to works. 
for English Cotton Knitting Co., Ltd., 8. Moss 
(F.), architect, 12, Portland-rd., Eccles, 

Market Drayton.—U.D.C. approved 120 houses 
of three- and four-bedroomed types. Plans by 
J. Brian Cooper (F.), 177, Corporation-st., Bir- 
mingham 4, 

, Newoastle-under-Lyme,—E.C. propose: Exten- 
sions at Orme Girls’ High school; accommoda- 
tion for Grammar school pupils.—T.C. propose 
tesidential flats at Westlands estate, for men 
and women. Plans by Architects’ Dept., Bourne- 
ville Village Trust, Estate Office, King’s Norton, 
Birmingham 30. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme. — Parker’s Burslem 
Brewery Co., Ltd., propose hotel at junction of 
Clayton-rd. and Seabridge-la. ; Wood, Gold- 
straw & Yorath (A.), Victoria-chbrs., Station- 
rd., Tunstall, preparing plans for factory. 

Northampton.—Gilbert Cole, Ltd., 14, Market- 
8q., propose housing sites at Haversham and 
Stony Stratford. 

Northamptonshire.—E.C. propose extensions at 
corny, Technical Institute, Rockingham-rd., at 

Rotherham.—E.C. approved dining-halls at 
schools. 

Salford.—Lane’s Construction Co. (Man- 
chester), Ltd., 57, Barton-rd., Swinton, propose 
development of land at Golf Course, Agecroft, 
for housing estate. 

Scunthorpe.—Lincolnshire Trailer Co., Ltd., 
propose extensions.—Slack Food Products, Ltd., 
propose extensions to factory. 

Shefheld.—Duncan Gilmour & Co., Ltd., Lady’s 
Bridge Brewery, propose brewery at Greenland- 
rd.; G. Senior & Sons, Ltd., Pond Hill, propose 
offices, etce.—Jas. Neill & Co. (Sheffield), Ltd., 
ee propose weeks and sorage at Har- 
row-st.—Blenheim gineeri - ropose 
works at Portobello-st. be + wy 

Warrington.—T.C. approved shelters attached 
to conveniences, at) £2,456; provision of conve- 
niences and improvements to existing, at £4,075. 

Watford and ‘District.—Peace' Memorial 
Hospital, Rickmansworth-rd., Watford, plans 
considerable extensions, and has acquired a 
site of over 50 acres. 
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TENDERS». 


* Denotes accepted. 

+t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes 7 for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

departments, 
_Altrincham.—Advance preparation of housing 
sites, construction of.. and sewers and 
ancillary services, ont Werman P.U.W. labour 
free or charge to contractor, tor IC. EK. M. 
Slater, 5&.S.: *W. HE Worthington, Ltd, 
Kusholme-rd., M £17,117. 

Gumberland.—E police station at 
Kells, for Standing J “Committee. J. H. 
Haughan (F.), County A., 4, Alfred-st. North, 
Carlisle: *Gordon Durham & Co., Ltd., 57, 
Station-rd., Workington, £3,521. 

Darlingten.—Erection of 28 houses (38 dwell- 
ings) at Parkside, for T.C.: *Wm. Dickinson, 
Darlington, £34,796. 

Lancashire.—Central kitchen at Shevington 
Broad-o’-th’-Lane school, nr. Wigan, for E.C. 
A. T. Nicholson (F.), County A., County Offices, 
Fishergate-hill, Preston: #*Mertees Construction 
Co., Ltd., 25, Cross-st., Manchester 2, £3,647. 

Leeds. jon of 110 houses and aged 
people’s flats at Belle Isle estate, for T.C.: *G. 
Simms, Soms & Cooke, Ltd., Nottingham, 
£67,528. 

{London (Air Ministry).—List of contracts to 
value of £500 or over for week ended August 4. 

General maintenance work: A. and B. Hanson, 
Ltd., Southall, Middx; Chas. Symons and Co., 
Tremeddon, Liskeard, Cornwall. 

Painting work: T. Gill and Sons, Norwich: 
F. Troy and Co., London, §.W.1; Q@lark. and 
Fenn, London, 8.W.4; Geo. Jones and Son, 
Everton, Liverpool, 6. 

Electrical work: Barnett and Soans, Ltd, 
Burton-on-Trent, 


{London, .(M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. during week endin ly 26 :— 


July 
Londoh (erection of ward > permanent 
houses):s"Woolwich, John Howard & Co., Ltd, 
Holdereft House, Blunsdon; (erection of Seco 
temporary houses): Willesden, Hoad & Son, 
Ltd,, 215, East-la.,.N) Wembley ;° (erection of 
Seco.-te ‘ary houses): Bermondsey, Thomas 
& , 25, Queen’s-end, London, §.E.18; (erec- 
tion of Seco temporary houses): Poplar, Speirs, 
Ltd., 66, Victoria-st., London, S.W.1. 

Aberdeen (erection of central and canteen 
kitchen): Culter Higher Grade school, D. C. 
Stewart, Bridge of Don, Aberdeen. 

Derbyshire (erection of Tarran temporary 
houses): Chesterfield, A. Mason (Contractors), 
Ltd., Kirkland-ay., Sutton-rd., Mansfield. 

Dorsetshire (erection of Seco temporary 
houses): Sturminster Newton, G. J. Furneaux, 
Ltd.,~ 251; Barrack-st., Christchureh, Hants; 
— Pavitt Bros., Ltd., Aveléy, Purfleet, 

ssex. 

Essex (erection of Arcon temporary houses) : 
Brentwood U.D:C., Thomas Bates & Son, Ltd., 
Church-rd., Harold Wood, Romford, Essex. 

Gloucestershire (erection of =aluminium 
houses): Bristol, John Parkins & Sen, Ltd., St. 
Mark’s-rd., Easton, Bristol 5. 

Hampshire (erection of U.S.A. type and Arcon 
temporary houses) : Southamptoh, M..J. Gleeson, 
Ltd., Haredon House, London-rd., North Cheam. 

Herts (erection of U.S.A. type temporary 
houses): Friern Barnet, J. L. Rodger & Sons, 
Ltd., 55a, Wentworth-rd.. Barnet. 

Lancs (erection of U.S.A. type temporary 
houses), Warrington, A. E. Prescott, Holden- 
rd., Leigh, Lancs. 3 

Lincolnshire (erection_of Tarran temporary 
houses) : Scunthorpe, A. M. Phillips € Son, Ltd., 
Estate Yard, Briggs. ; ? 

Middx. (erection of central kitchen): Crickle- 
wood, Hoad & Son, Ltd., 215, East-la., N. Wemb- 
ley; (erection of Arcon. tempo houses) : 
Enfield, A.-T...Rowley (Lond -».Cam- 
bridge Works; Lordship-la., T : 

Monmouthshi ¢ 
porary houses): 
(Builders), Ltd., WN, 
Cathedral-rd., Cardiff. 


Northumberland (erection. of preliminary 
camp): Newcastie-on-Tyne, Alex Anderson 
(Contractors), Ltd., 1, Stanmore-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Neweastle-under-Lyme.—Painting work at 
Ellison-st. Primary; Broadmeadow Boys’ 
Secondary (Modern); and St.  Patrick’s 
Secondary (Modern) schools; for E.C. A. 


Cotton, Schools Architect.and B.8.: *Eli Baggu- 
Newcastle-under- 


ley’ & Son, 28, Bagnall-st., 
Lyme, 145. 
Wo costed boot factory at Magda- 


, Ltd.: #R. G. Carter, 
Ltd., Lowlands, Drayton, Norwich. 

Pwitheli—Additions to Grammar schoel, for 
Caernarvonshire E.C. Westbury Ll. Jones. (L.). 
County..A.,. County Offices, Shirehall-st., Caer- 
Pc reprenctt—X. chuildings Satay heseee and 

Searhorough.— ilding of , r 
flats, for T.C. “ff. V. Ove , B-E.: #8. Molli- 
kin, Rotherham-rd., Maltby. 
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Scunthorpe.—40 temporary houses at Crosby 
estate, for T. Lona BS.: -*R.° M. 
Phillips & Son, Ltd., Bri 

Sheffield. —Rebuilding 37 tovpesation houses at 
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Wincobank and Shiregreen estates, for T.C.: 
*W.. Marlow & Sons, Ltd.,. Derbyshire-la., 
Sheffield, £28,960. 

South Shields.—-Erection of 22 semi-detached 
houses. at Grosvenor-rd., etc., by private enter- 
prise: *J. W. Ridley, Park-la.,, Sunderland ; 
construction of roads and sewers for local coun- 
cils in ah Shields group. A. G. Richardson, 
Acting B *G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Pilgrim 
House, ate 3 on-Tyne, £108, 240, 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Erection. of 78 houses at 
Chell Heath, Tunstall, for T.C.; ¢C. Cornes & 
Son, Hanley, £86,230. 

Stockport.—Adaptation of Poise House, Hazel- 
gr. extension hospital, for Board. of Manage- 
ment of Stockport Infirmary. H. Worthington, 
A.R.A. (Thomas Worthington & Sons), archi- 
tect, 178, Oxford-rd., Manchester 13: *Daniel 
Eadie & Co., Ltd., Short-st., Heaton Norris, 
Stock port. 

Tynemouth.—Advance preparation of housing 
sites, for T.C. D. M. O’Herlihy, 19, Howard- 
st., North Shields: #G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, £31,246. 

Walsall.—Erectién: of houses, for T.C.: *#Sabin 
& Young, Ltd., Rushall (41); *#Towers, Wilson 
& Co., Tettenhall (36); *Midland Building 
Trust, Birmingham (29). (Subject to M.H. 
approval.) 4 

Wells-on-Sea.—For ‘execution of site develop- 
ment works, for U.D.C. J. Owen Bond & Son, 
26, Tombland, Norwich, architects: TE. Edward, 
Ltd., £2,155. 

West Bromwich.—Erection ‘of 48 houses at 
Harvills Hawthorn No: 1 ‘estate, for’ T.C.: 
*Badie & Co., Ltd., Wolverhampton, £54,279. 


W.D.C. Area Specifications Cancelled. 
_ The War Damage Commission notifies 
in the London and Edinburgh Gazettes 
of July 3 the cancellation of the “ specifi- 
cation” notices which’ have'‘from time 
to time since August, 1941, been ‘applied 


Bd the whole, or parts, of the following 


ocal government areas : 


Altrincham, Basingstoke, Barnet, Barrow, 
Bath, Birkenhead, Birmingham, Bootle, Brid- 
lington, Bristol, Bromley, Canterbury, Chatham, 
Oheshunt, Clacton, Clydebank, Coventry, Cromer, 
Crosby, Dover, County of _ Dumbarton, East 
Ham, Erith, Exeter, Finchley, Gosport Great 
Yarmouth, Greenock, Hornsey, H Ipswich, 
Kensington, Liverpool, London (City and 
County), Lowestoft, TP Malden and Coombe, Man- 
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Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 
Patent 


Boyle’ § «airgun: Ventilator 
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+ ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING RMOIVESES 
Emergency Address: : Addiscombe 1133 
34. MORLAND AVENUE, E. "CROYDON, SURREY 








August 10 1945 


Middlesbrough, Norwich, Plymouth, 
th, Soltorde Sheffield, Southampton: 
South Shields, Sunderland, Swansea, Mord emouth, 
Wallasey, Walthamstow, West Ham, Weymouth, 
Willesden, York, 
The notices, issued under Seetion 7 of 
the War Damage Act, 1941,-and Section 20 
of the War Damage’ Act, 1943, laid it 
down. that amy person proposing to exe- 
cute works in the specified areas for the 
repair of war damage costing above a 
certain named amount, and in some areas 
any works at all, must. first inform the 
Commission. Such procedure will no 
longer be necessary. Under the powers 
conferred by the Town and Country 
Planning Acts and the General Interim 
Development Orders made. under those 
Acts, nlanning control in respect of the 
rebuilding, restoration. or replacement of 
war-damaged buildings will in ‘future’ be 
exercised by the planning authorities in 
whose areas the properties are situated. 


chester, 
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